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Food for thought...  
"If you really want to do something, you'll find a way; if you don't, you'll find an excuse."  

This month, the town of Hickory Creek was recognized for successfully completing 
the steps to become an official Keep Texas Beautiful affiliate. By fulfilling this  
requirement our beautification group has earned the name Keep Hickory Creek 
Beautiful  and has become an important  member of a statewide, award winning 
network of communities dedicated to the shared vision of making Texas the   
cleanest, most beautiful state in the nation! 
 

Through continued participation in the numerous training and networking           
opportunities and programs provided by Keep Texas Beautiful , we will fulfill our 
mission of educating and engaging Texas; and here in Hickory Creek, taking     
responsibility for improving their community environment through litter prevention, 
beautification, and waste reduction. 
 

To promote awareness of Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful (KHCB) we will soon be 
posting our new affiliate sign in a prominent location in our town. 
 

Projects planned for 2009 are the Brush Round-Up and Household Chemical 
Waste Collection scheduled for May 23rd and Arbor Day on October 17th. Hickory 
Creek is working with the Corps of Engineers to determine when our lease    
agreement will begin in Sycamore Bend Park and when we might schedule park 
and trail work days in Sycamore Bend and Hickory Creek Parks.  
 

We will also continue to care for the bur oak trees that were transplanted last     
October and approximately 200 live oaks and Chinkapin       
seedlings started this year.  Spring weather will hopefully bring 
seedlings from the many red oak acorns gathered last fall.  
 

Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful is interested in what you have to 
say. If you have a project you would like to recommend, please 
send your suggestions to Linda Fulfer at linda@fulfer.us. 

Beneficial Insects: Nature doing itôs best work  

Over the eons, Mother Nature has worked out ways for certain kinds of bugs to 
actually control other kinds of bugs, efficiently and without harsh pesticides. Itôs 
done by making use of the natural food chain. 
 

The vast majority of insects in this world are harmless to humans...only about 2 or 
3 percent of all insects are pests! Yet using chemical pesticides indiscriminately 
kills everything: whether good, bad or just passing through. Knowledgeably using 
beneficial insects, on the other hand, kills only the insects that are our enemies. 

Beneficial Insects -  Continued on page 2 



Hickory Creek Junk Motor Vehicle Ordinance Updated  
 

At its January meeting, the Hickory Creek Town Council voted to make 
changes to its Junk Motor Vehicle ordinance. 
 

A junk motor vehicle is any self-propelled vehicle that does not have valid 
state required stickers attached and is inoperable, wrecked or dismantled or 
any vehicle that is so badly damaged that its only remaining value is as 
scrap material.  Any vehicle meeting these criteria that can be seen from a 
public place is in violation. Vehicles stored in enclosed buildings and those 
that can not be seen from a public place are exempt. There are also       
detailed exceptions for cars belonging to active duty military and special  
interest or antique vehicles.  In the recent update, definition of antique was 
changed from 35 years old to 25 years to reflect changes in the Texas   
statute.  

   
Once notified of a violation, the owner of the vehicle has 10 days to remove the vehicle, store it legally or 
prove the vehicle is operable.  Failure to do so within the time limit will result in the issuance of citations and 
possible removal by the Town at the ownerôs expense. 
 

Any question or complaint about this or any other violation should be directed to the Code Inspector, Chris 
Chaudoir, at 940/497-2528 ext 230 or can be reported through the Town website at www.hickorycreek-tx.gov/
code_enforcement. 

Beneficial Insects -  Continued on page 2 
Believe it or not, most insects are good to have around. Kill them, and youôll leave 
the door open for millions of bad bugs, which now have no natural enemies. These 
"bad" bugs can cause real damage (cutworms munching on your plants, for        
instance), or can be bothersome (as with aphids, "honeydew" dripping on your car). 
For best results, avoid using synthetic, non-selective bug killers. 
 

Yes, maybe there are little bugs on the leaves of your roses, but do you really know 
if theyôre vital to the plantôs health? Maybe they attract hungry birds, maybe theyôre 
just lunching on some evil insects, or maybe theyôre spreading pollen around. Take 
a walk through a garden that has no poisonous chemicals sprayed on it and youôll 
witness nature doing her best work. Ladybugs and lacewings are eating aphids by 
the thousands, birds are eating caterpillars, and microscopic wasps are killing     
borers. Microscopic worms in the soil kill termites and help plants grow. Birds,     
butterflies and rabbits have nothing unnatural to fear. 
 

Beneficial insects need flowering herbs, wildflowers and flowering shrubs as a 
source of nectar and pollen. Spiderwort, goldenrod, clovers, lantana, sunflowers, thyme, fennel, asters,    
coreopsis, yarrow and gaillardia are just a few of the plants that provide food and shelter for beneficial insects. 
Also, I strongly recommend the use of native Texas plants in your landscape (due to genetics, our birds and 
butterflies recognize these before theyôll visit a plant thatôs been brought here from somewhere else). 
 

The most commonly introduced beneficial insect is the ladybird beetle or ladybug. Ladybugs come in many 
colors (red, yellow, orange, gray, black), and feed mostly on aphids, but frequently on thrips, scale insects, 
mealybugs, whiteflies and mites, too. After you buy them, theyôre best released in your yard around sundown, 
gently laying them at the base of aphid-infested plants. Spray your plants, first, with water, liquid seaweed or 
sugar-water, to give the ladybugs nourishment during the evening. With this help, each adult ladybug will eat 
about 5,000 aphids. They also lay eggs on the outside of leaves; the dark, flightless larvae will each eat 50 or 
60 aphids per day. Release about 1,500 ladybugs per 1,000 square feet of vegetation, spreading it over a 
three week period. Many stores sell packages of ladybugs, but avoid buying ones that are just sitting on store 
counters at room temperature ? the bugs may be dead. Also, spraying a chemical pesticide while theyôre in 
your yard will surely kill them. 
 

For more information on beneficial insects visit the Keep Denton Beautiful site at http://www.kdb.org/
drc_092002.shtml. 
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Hickory Creek Plans Charity Run and Fair  

The Town of Hickory Creek is sponsoring its 1 st annual Spring Fling on 
Saturday April 18, 2009.  It will include a 3K, 5K and 10K Charity Run 
through Westlake Park.  The run will be followed by a health and wellness 
Fair at the Hickory Creek Public Works building, located at 970 Main St.  
The Fun Run is scheduled to begin at 8:00 a.m. with check - in starting at 
7:00 a.m.  The Fair will be 
open from 9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
 
The Charity Run benefits two 

charities serving the local 

area, Lake Cities Spirit of Christmas and the   

Heroes of Denton County.  A donation to each 

Charity will be made based on the number of 

runners supporting it.  Everyone interested in 

taking part in the Charity Run will need to     

submit an application to the Special Events 

Team at Town Hall, 1075 Ronald Reagan.  Those     

submitted by April 10 will receive an Event          

t -shirt.  Applications submitted after April 10   

including on the event day will receive shirt as 

availability permits.      

Awards will be presented to the 1 st and 2 nd  place 

Charity Run finishers in several age/gender  

categories.  Participants and attendees will also 

be able to donate additional funds to their     

Charities at the Organizationõs booth at the 

Spring Fair.  The Fair will feature area health 

services as well as food and product vendors.  

The Carter Blood Mobile will be on site to take 

donations.  Anyone interested in donating blood 

to Carter BloodCare needs to contact Special 

Events at 940/497 -2528 to schedule their      

appointment.  

Sponsor, vendor, and volunteer applications are 

currently being accepted.  For more information 

on these, please contact Amy, Judith or Chris at 

940/497 -2528 or visit the Town website at www.  

hickorycreek -tx.gov/spring_fling for applications.   

Thank you to our sponsors!!  

 

 

Signature 

 

There are no refunds after entry form is received. 
Entry invalid if not signed. In consideration of the     accep-
tance of this registration entry, I the undersigned  assume 
full and complete responsibility for any injury or accident, 
which may occur during my participation in the event or 
while I am on the premises of the event. I hereby release and 
hold harmless the Town of Hickory Creek, the sponsors, pro-
moters and all other persons and entities    associated with 
the event or their agents or employees, or otherwise. I will 
not enter and participate unless medically and properly 
trained. I also know that there may be traffic on the course 
route. I assume the risk associated with this event, including 
but not limited to falls, contact with       participants, alcohol 
consumption, the effects of weather including high heat 
and/or humidity, and the conditions of the road, all such 
risks being known and appreciated by me. I further grant my 
permission to use any photographs,    videotape, motion 
pictures, recordings, or any other record of this event. T-shirt 
size is not guaranteed. Fees are           non-refundable. I have 
read the forgoing and certify my       agreement by this signa-
ture, and my parent's/ guardian's if under 18.  The official 
race director reserves the right to reject any entry. 

Small 

Medium 

Large 

X Large 

XX Large 

Other:   

Shirt Size  

 

Signature 

 

Credit Card # 

 
Exp. date 

 

Specify the organization you are running for:  

 

Lake Cities Spirit of Christmas 

 

The Heroes of Denton County 

MasterCard * 

 

Visa * 

 

Cash 

Method of Payment  

Check 

*    Credit Card purchases are subject to a 3% processing fee 

Participant Entry Form 
 

Entry Fee (Pre-Run) $15 
Entry Fee (Day of Run) $20 (Cash or Check 

Name 

 
Address 

 

Phone 

 

E-Mail Address 

 

       Male            Female              Age on day of run:   

       
If under 18, name of parent or guardian:           

 

Registering for:  ��    3K     ��    5K     ��    10K 


