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What A Year!

The Town of Hickory Creek continues to prosper and
achieve goals set forth by the town council and myself.
Not only did the town balance the budget, but we
lowered our overall tax rate from .445 to .424. In
addition, the audit appears to be positive for the town
and its citizens. Not many towns can rest their hats on
this sort of planning. Take a look at the Denton County
tax table.
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Wishing You a Happy, and Prosperous New Year!




Our strengths as a council come from ["Co1 ™ [ City of Aubrey 54659 52624
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goals for 2010.

Accomplished Goals for 2009:
1. Completed animal shelter plans and received bids for future animal shelter.
2. Implemented quarterly meetings between Town Administrator and Town of Hickory Creek board
presidents to align efforts and present focused feedback.
3. Maintained low tax rate.
. Finalized, approved and implemented Comprehensive Plan.
5. Completed negotiations with TX DOT to facilitate survey for early condemnation and right of way acquisi-
tion of old Town Hall.
. Approved many ordinances thus improving the overall setting of the town.
. Paved Turbeville Road.
. Installed new playground equipment in Arrowhead Park.
Added a new park (Sycamore Bend) to the townos
10. Implemented the Citizens on Patrol program.
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New Goals for 2010:
1. Begin a volunteer program that wil!/ aid Hickory
Handdso committee.

2. Purchase two new Police Department vehicles.

3. Increase marketing efforts for the Town of Hickory Creek economic development opportunities.

4. Hold an old fashioned Town Hall meeting on the lawn or at community events.

5. Build our Veteranés Memori al

6. Encourage the town to support the Lake Cities Library and help facilitate the expansion of the library to
Hickory Creek.

7. Implement drainage plan for the west side of town.

8. Complete top drainage repairs throughout town.

9. Improve fire protection in Harbor Grove.

10. Continue to update ordinances monthly.

11. Improve Town Hall pond.

12. Establish and enhance the pedestrian and equestrian trails in Hickory Creek.
13. Begin implementation of parks/comprehensive plan.

14. Work closely with TXDOT on expansion of 135.

This will be a very busy year! We plan on improving our town day by day. Your comments on how to improve our
town are always welcomed. The town administrator, council, and | are available through email or by leaving a
message with the town. You are always welcome to attend the town council meeting once a month and speak
during the citizenbds agenda. As al ways, the time and
are greatly appreciated. Wit hout everyoneds involvem

Thank You, Mayor Smith
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Question: Does mistletoe harm a
shade tree? How can | get rid of
it?

Answer: Mistletoe is a parasitic
plant. As such, it can definitely
hurt your trees as it develops its
roots into the wood of the
branches and sucks the very life
from them. Unfortunately, there is
no chemical spray that will safely
control it without harming the host
tree, so pruning is your only good
solution. Birds carry its sticky
seeds on their beaks, then wipe
them off on small twigs. Use a
pole pruner and its lopping shears
to trim it out the first winter that
you see it, while the tree's twigs
are still very small. If you let it
grow for several years the roots
will be far deeper into the limbs
and you will not be able to remove
them. By then the branches will be
several inches in diameter and
you will probably not want to
remove them entirely. If you have
a tree that is totally infested you
probably should just keep the
mistletoe trimmed off each winter,
even though it will come back the
following spring.

Hickory Creek Adds Playground in Arrowhead Park

A new playground was recently installed at Arrowhead Park that will
give families even more reason to visit the park. Word spread fast and
children were already breaking it in the day after it was installed.
Arrowhead Park is obviously a great location for a playground in the

town of Hickory Creek.

The Hickory Creek Parks & Recreation and the Hickory Creek
Economic Development Corporation purchased the playground for

$29,000.

The playground includes
tic-tac-toe game, several climbing and covered play areas,
megaphone and a firemanbés pol e.

four new slides, multi-level platforms, a

Automated Pay Station For Arrowhead Park.

According to Councilman and Parks & Recreation Board liaison,
Paul Kenney, the Parks and Recreation Board invested about
$14,000 on a pay station and will most likely install it after the
holiday season ends.

Paul Kenney explains fiThe new
on boaters wishing to access Lewisville lake via the boat ramp at
the end of Arrowhead Park. Right now Arrowhead Park is based
on the honor system and based on a hand written permit being
placed in the front window of

AWhen wusing the daily fee
themselves, facing the possibility of being without correct change,
the required form or a pen to
easier for people to pay and easier for passes to go on the
windshield, 0o he said.

The machine will take exact cash, debit cards and credit cards. It
transmits credit and debit data wirelessly and will not have the
capability to give change. Boaters may choose to purchase a an-
nual permit either at the ticket machine, on-line, or at town hall.

syst

pay

/ o u
em,

Page 3



