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2010 has been a good year for Hickory Creek.  
As Iôve mentioned in past articles, every year 
Hankins, Eastup, Deaton, Tonn & Seay com-
pletes an audit of our townôs financials. The 
audit is in accordance with auditing standards 
issued by the  Comptroller General of the 
United States of America. The audit includes 
ñassessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by management, 
as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation.ò 

 

From this yearôs audit I am very pleased to report to you the following       
Financial Highlights: 
 

Our assets exceed our liabilities by $6,142,121.  The amount needed to 
meet the governmentôs ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors is 
$1,868,936. 
 

Our total net assets are $1,454,529. Our governmental funds reported   
combined fund balances of $3,980,047. This amount is an increase of 
$570,918. We have $1,765,565 or 44% of the governmental funds available 
for spending, which is our unreserved fund balance.  
 

In addition, the report noted that ñwe did not find any deficiencies in internal 
controls over financial reporting.ò The town employees have done a great 
job following procedures that allow us to have an excellent audit thus        
increasing our financial integrity.   
 
In regards to our goals for 2010, the Town was able to complete quite a few. 
Below is a listing the Town Secretary has compiled throughout the year:  
 
Animal Shelter: 
Responsibly used TxDOT funding to rebuild a quality animal shelter.  
 

Beautification: 
Planted town hall and town medians with drought tolerant plants. 
 

Financial Highlights continued on page 2 
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Financial Highlights continued from front page. 
 

Boards: 
Implemented a volunteer Hickory Creek Helping Handôs committee to help citizens in need in 
Hickory Creek. 

 

Budget: 
Budgeted two new police vehicles.  

 

Communication: 
Approved the use of automated agenda software and laptop computers.  
 

 Set standards for updating the web and implemented plan to drive citizens to the Town of Hickory 
Creek website.  

 

Economic Development Corporation:  
Successfully negotiated with Stellar U.S.A. to relocate to Hickory Creek resulting in 300 plus jobs. 
 

I-35 Expansion: 
Worked with TXDot for an additional freeway entrance ramp for easier accessibility. 
 

Ordinances: 
Approved amending the Hickory Creek Code of Ordinances Chapter 1 General Provisions,    
Article 1.10 
Membership for the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Parks & Recreation Board.  
Approved an ordinance adopting the 2009-2010 FY Budget.  
Approved an ordinance approving the 2009 Ad Valorem Tax Rate.  
Approved an ordinance amending the 2008-2009 FY Budget.  
Approved an ordinance amending the Townôs Code of Ordinances, Chapter 8: Offenses and    
Nuisances, creating a new article 8:09; Restrictions on sex offenders. 

Approved an ordinance amending Chapter 3 Building Regulations, Article 3.08 signs.  
Approved an ordinance amending Chapter 1 General Provisions, Parks.  
Approved ordinances amending the fee schedules for food establishments, utility related fees and 
park fees.  

Approved an ordinance amending the Article 13.04 Water Well Drilling.  
Became a productive part of the emerging communities program with the Texas Forest Service.  
Installed playground equipment in Arrowhead Park.  
Partnered with EDC for a new park or renovation of town owned parks.  
Establish designated day using camping sites in Sycamore Bend Park.  
More active in patrolling parks for violators failing to pay boat launch fees. 
 

Roads: 
Paved and completed Turbeville Road and used money from Texas Land & Cattle for Turbeville 
Road. 
 

Taxes: 
Maintained low tax rate of .424287/no tax increase.  
 

As you can see, the council has done a great job.  We have a strong team willing to tackle any and 
all issues.  I know 2011, will be an exciting year as we look forward to constructing the Veteranôs  
Memorial Park.  We believe it is important to always remember and honor those that have served our 
great country.  Don't forget you can purchase bricks to honor friends and loved ones at Town Hall. 
 
 

Also, I would like to encourage everyone to keep your tax dollars in our town. Every cent adds up, so 
when you are spending your hard earned money, think about our town first. 
 

John M. Smith, Jr. 
Mayor 
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The Hickory Creek Animal Welfare Board would like to thank all of you who helped to make the  
campaign launching of the ñPartners of Petsò in 2010 such a huge success. Through your partnering, 
we are able to continue the great quality of care of all of the pets that come our way now and in the 
future. 

Blaine Newton Meskill Family 

Bob & Lynn Clark Mike & Linda Cawley 

Bobby & Andrea Thompson Pat Peyton 

Chris Gordon & Family Peabody Family 

Gary & Nita Van Cleave Penny Vrba 

Grady Brown Richard & Char Dupree 

Jim & Diana Martin Richard & Debbie Baker 

John & Gini Green Shawn & Chrystal Scott 

John Smith Family Shawna & Chris 

Keith Edwards Stephanie Burgh 

Ken Heath Van Nest Family 

Ken Lowrie Wayne & Lisa Akerblom 

Marilyn Wagner Whitley Family 

Melissa McCauley Willard & Anne Levin Foundation 

You too can make a difference by teaming up with ñPartners of Petsò in 2011.  If you have any    
questions, or would like more information on how you can help, please contact Ken Lowrie with the 
Hickory Creek Animal Adoption Center at 940-465-7444.  
 

Tax deductible check donations made payable to ñHickory Creek Animal Friendsò can be made in 
person or mailed to:  
 

ñHickory Creek Animal Friendsò  

 c/o Town of Hickory Creek 

 1075 Ronald Reagan Blvd  

 Hickory Creek, TX   75065 

 

Your funding allows the ñHickory Creek Animal Friendsò to keep our promise of providing medical 
care and a loving home that every pet needs and deserves. 

 

ñ Partners of Petsò Support Quality Care of Pets at New Adoption Center ñ Partners of Petsò Support Quality Care of Pets at New Adoption Center 

Follow us on Facebook. Search for us byðHickory Creek Animal Shelter   

SportClips 

Primrose School of Hickory Creek 

King Bros. Boat Storage 

Carlisleôs Engraving Co.  
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 Daily Fee Annual Pass 

Day Use 

$2 

$20 Non  

HC Resident 

Boat Launch  

(HC Resident) $10 $35 

Boat Launch  

(Non HC Resident) 
$10 $60 

2011 Boat Launch and Day Use Annual 

Passes are now available for sale at Hickory 

Creek Town Hall or from the Automated Pay 

Station at the entrance to Arrowhead Park.  

Use fees are required in Arrowhead, Point 

Vista, and Sycamore Bend Parks.  Vehicles 

not displaying proper documentation of    

payment will be issued citations.  Park Use 

fees are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hickory Creek Town Council has 

waived the 2011 Day Use Annual fee for 

residents.   

 

Annual resident passes are available at 

Town Hall with proof of a Hickory Creek    

address.   

 

The Hickory Creek Parks & Recreation Board 

also has plans to open the Primitive Camping 

Area at Sycamore Bend Park and will be 

adding new Automated Pay Stations at Point 

Vista and Sycamore Bend Parks in the near 

future.  For the convenience of park patrons, 

the Automated Pay Stations accept credit 

cards and cash payments (change is not   

given).  Camping fees will be $7.00 per day. 

 

For more information about Hickory Creekôs 

parks, visit http://hickorycreek-tx.gov. 

Parks Passes 

Happy New Year, 
 

Hickory Creek Helping Hands busy helping 
over the holidays! 
 

This newly formed committee of 12 and  
growing (1st restaurant on board, Chilitos in 
Lake Dallas) is 100% volunteer supported, 
driven & operated for the purpose of Hickory 
Creek residents.  The end of 2010 was busy 
for all with the committee giving back to two 
families that were selected with the help of the 
Spirit of Christmas. A rough estimate of the 
giving totals exceeded $1400 with the help of 
the committee members, town employees and 
Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart was very gracious as they 
continue to support the community while     
being a great neighbor.  Thank You All Very 
Much! 
 

For those not familiar the purpose of this  
committee is to serve Hickory Creek           
residences in need when unexpected        
tragedies/situations happen to ones family 
(loss/sickness) or household (fire). This    
committee is 100% dependent on volunteer 
time and assistance.  In the beginning stages 
we are looking for volunteers who want to 
help with providing meals when an occasion 
should arise. 
 

The future vision is to assist in other areas 
(specialist needed) where individuals donate 
their time and talent to help Hickory Creek 
residents in times of emotional or financial 
hardships. 
 

If you are interested in making this town even 
better and want to be part of this newly 
formed committee please contact Paul & Bry 
Kenney at helping.hands@hickorycreek-
tx.gov> or by phone to 817-235-9944. 
 
 
 

Please visit and join us on our start up Face-
book page at Hickory Creek Helping Hands.  
 

 

mailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.gov%3cmailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.gov
mailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.gov%3cmailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.gov
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Things to Know about Planting a Tree 
 

Think of the tree you just purchased as a lifetime investment. How well your tree, and investment, 
grows depends on the type of tree and location you select for planting, the care you provide when 
the tree is planted, and follow-up care the tree receives after planting. 
 

Planting the Tree 
The ideal time to plant trees and shrubs is during the dormant season in the fall after leaf drop or 
early spring before budbreak. Weather conditions are cool and allow plants to establish roots in the 
new location before spring rains and summer heat stimulate new top growth. However, trees  
properly cared for in the nursery or garden center, and given the appropriate care during transport to 
prevent damage, can be planted throughout the growing season. In tropical and subtropical climates 
where trees grow year round, any time is a good time to plant a tree, provided that sufficient water is 
available. In either situation, proper handling during planting is essential to ensure a healthy future 
for new trees and shrubs. Before you begin planting your tree, be sure you have had all underground 
utilities located prior to digging. 
 

If the tree you are planting is balled or bare root, it is important to understand that its root system has 
been reduced by 90 to 95 percent of its original size during transplanting. As a result of the trauma 
caused by the digging process, trees commonly exhibit what is known as transplant shock.         
Containerized trees may also experience transplant shock, particularly if they have circling roots that 
must be cut. Transplant shock is indicated by slow growth and reduced vigor following transplanting. 
Proper site preparation before and during planting coupled with good follow-up care reduces the 
amount of time the plant experiences transplant shock and allows the tree to quickly establish in its 
new location. Carefully follow nine simple steps, and you can significantly reduce the stress placed 
on the plant at the time of planting. 
 

¶ Dig a shallow, broad planting hole. Make the hole wide, as much as three times the diameter 
of the root ball but only as deep as the root ball (see diagram A on page 6).It is important to make 
the hole wide because the roots on the newly establishing tree must push through surrounding 
soil in order to establish. On most planting sites in new developments, the existing soils have 
been compacted and are  unsuitable for healthy root growth. Breaking up the soil in a large area 
around the tree provides the newly emerging roots room to expand into loose soil to hasten     
establishment. 

 

¶ Identify the trunk flare. The trunk flare is where the roots spread at the base of the tree. This 
point should be partially visible after the tree has been planted (see pictures below). If the trunk 
flare is not partially visible, you may have to remove some soil from the top of the root ball. Find it 
so you can determine how deep the hole needs to be for proper planting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The picture on the left is a classic "buried tree" with no root flare visible at all.  

No Visible Root Flair Ideal Visible Root Flair 



 

 
Trees too deep in the ground, an all to common problem, have two basic problems. When the 
trunk flare in under ground, it stays moist and doesn't breathe properly as bark is supposed to 
do. The soil too high on the trunk also often hides circling and girdling roots which choke the 
tree and drastically slow down growth. Trees grown in containers are highly subject to this 
damaging condition (see pictures B, C & D below.) 

 

If you do the soil removal yourself, use hand tools and gloved hands being extremely careful 
not to damage the wet bark tissue. Water can be used but only with a soft flowing stream. 
Strong water blasts can severely damage the soft bark on the base of the trees.  

 

By far the best route is to hire an arborist that uses the air spade. It is a fancy sandblasting 
type tool that blows air (no sand) at a high velocity and removes the soil without damaging 
even the smallest roots. Once exposed, the small roots trying to grow up to get air should be 
removed and the depression caused by the trunk/root flare exposure should be left open. As 
the flare  expands from the growth of a more vigorous tree, the open dish will fill in. All I would 
put in the depression is a thin layer of shredded cedar mulch. 

 

¶ Remove tree container for containerized trees. Carefully cutting down the sides of the  
container may make this easier. Inspect the root ball for circling roots and cut or remove 
them. Expose the trunk flare, if necessary. Donôt be afraid to remove these roots. Root prun-
ing is not as harmful and circling roots that will eventually restrict growth of the trunk and 
choke the tree (See picture at right) In many cases root pruning is beneficial. 
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A. B. 

C. D.Tangling circling roots  
choking the tree 

Natural roots on a field grown tree 
(with dirt removed) 

Circling roots with dirt removed 
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¶ Place the tree at the proper height. Before placing the tree in the hole, check to see that the hole has 
been dug to the proper depth and no more. The majority of the roots on the newly planted tree will     
develop in the top 12 inches of soil. If the tree is planted too deeply, new roots will have difficulty        
developing because of a lack of oxygen. It is better to plant the tree a little high, 2 to 3 inches above the 
base of the trunk flare, than to plant it at or below the original growing level. This planting level will allow 
for some settling (see diagram A). To avoid damage when setting the tree in the hole, always lift the tree 
by the root ball and never by the trunk. 

 

¶ Straighten the tree in the hole. Before you begin backfilling, have someone view the tree from several    
directions to confirm that the tree is straight. Once you begin backfilling, it is difficult to reposition the 
tree. 

 

¶ Fill the hole gently but firmly. Fill the hole about one-third full and gently but firmly pack the soil 
around the base of the root ball. Then, if the root ball is wrapped, cut and remove any fabric, plastic, 
string, and wire from around the trunk and root ball to facilitate growth.  Be careful not to damage the 
trunk or roots in the process. Fill the remainder of the hole, taking care to firmly pack soil to eliminate air 
pockets that may cause roots to dry out. To avoid this problem, add the soil a few inches at a time and 
settle with water. Continue this process until the hole is filled and the tree is firmly planted. It is not     
recommended to apply fertilizer at the time of planting. 

 

¶ Stake the tree, if necessary. If the tree is grown and dug properly at the nursery, staking for     
support will not be necessary in most home landscape situations. Studies have shown that trees 
establish more quickly and develop stronger trunk and root systems if they are not staked at the 
time of planting. However, protective staking may be required on sites where lawn mower damage, 
vandalism, or windy conditions are concerns. If staking is necessary for support, there are three 
methods to choose among: staking, guying, and ball stabilizing. One of the most common methods 
is staking. With this method, two stakes used in conjunction with a wide, flexible tie material on the 
lower half of the tree will hold the tree upright, provide flexibility, and minimize injury to the trunk 
(see diagram). Remove support staking and ties after the first year of growth. 

 

¶ Mulch the base of the tree. Mulch is simply organic matter applied to the area at the base of the 
tree. It acts as a blanket to hold moisture, it moderates soil temperature extremes, and it reduces 
competition from grass and weeds. Some good choices are leaf litter, pine straw, shredded bark, 
peat moss, or composted wood chips. A 2- to 4-inch layer is ideal. More than 4 inches may cause a 
problem with oxygen and moisture levels. When placing mulch, be sure that the actual trunk of the 
tree is not covered. Doing so may cause decay of the living bark at the base of the tree. A        
mulch-free area, 1 to 2 inches wide at the base of the tree, is sufficient to avoid moist bark          
conditions and prevent decay. 

 

¶ Provide follow-up care. Keep the soil moist but not soaked; overwatering causes leaves to turn 
yellow or fall off. Water trees at least once a week, barring rain, and more frequently during hot 
weather. When the soil is dry below the surface of the mulch, it is time to water. Continue until      
mid-fall, tapering off for lower temperatures that require less-frequent watering. Other follow-up care 
may include minor pruning of branches damaged during the planting process. Prune sparingly     
immediately after planting and wait to begin necessary corrective pruning until after a full season of 
growth in the new location. After youôve completed these nine simple steps, further routine care and 
favorable weather conditions will ensure that your new tree or shrub will grow and thrive. A valuable 
asset to any landscape, trees provide a long-lasting source of   beauty and enjoyment for people of 
all ages. When questions arise about the care of your tree, be sure to consult your local ISA        
Certified Arborist or a tree care or garden center professional for assistance. 

 

Information provided by Society of Municipal Arborists 
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CERT Training Class to  
Begin in February 

 

Denton County Emergency Services, CERT, 
will be hosting a new training class on    
February 4th-5th, 11th-12th.  
 
The class is four hours on Friday from 6pm 
till 10pm and 8 hours on Saturday, 8am until 
4pm for two weekends and will be held At 
the Emergency Operations  Center at 9060 
Teasley Lane,{Swisher} . 
 
The last training session was held in        
November and Hickory Creek had           
participants from the Hickory Hills and     
Lakeview Gardens area. According to CERT 
Coordinator Brenda Gormley, Hickory Creek 
still needs community  responders from all 
areas  in order to have first responders and 
backups.  
 
Ms. Gormley and the town of Hickory Creek 
is encouraging  citizens  to  participate in this 
training in order to fully implement a        
community   emergency response plan.  
 
If you would like to attend, please contact 
Brenda at 940-349 2855 for application and 
information. The deadline for enrollment is 
January 27th 

COLD WEATHER TIPS  
FOR PETS 
Marilyn Wagner 
Hickory Creek  
Animal Welfare Board 
 

Winter is hard on all of us, but it 
can be especially difficult for 
pets. Remember that wind chill 
can drop the temperature by 20 
or 30 degrees.  So, if the      
thermometer reads 34 degrees, the wind can make 
it feel like zero, and a fur coat is only so much    
protection! Wind chill and low temperatures can 
lead to frostbite or hypothermia, which can be fatal. 
 

If possible, even dogs and cats that stay outside in 
warm weather should be brought inside during   
extreme cold. This is especially important for older 
pets, whose bodies cannot regulate temperature 
as well and who may suffer from various aging 
conditions like arthritis. 
 

Shelter 
If a pet must stay outside, adequate shelter should 
be provided. A doghouse (for cats or dogs) should 
be just large enough for pet to stand up and turn 
around.  A shelter that is too large has drafts and 
does not hold in the petôs body heat. The floor 
should be raised a few inches off the ground and 
covered with cedar shavings or straw, and       
blankets, all of which you change regularly. Moldy 
straw can create a variety of skin and respiratory 
problems, and wet blankets can make the pet very 
uncomfortable and lead to illness. Make sure the 
shelter is not facing the wind. 
 

Food and Water 
Animals kept outdoors in winter will use more     
energy to keep their body temperature regulated. 
To keep them healthy, provide extra calories 
through a larger food supply. 
 

Provide fresh water daily. Use plastic food and  
water bowls rather than metal. When the tempera-
ture is low, your petôs tongue can stick and freeze 
to metal. Check the water often to make sure it 
hasnôt frozen over. 
 

Our animals depend on us for     
protection. Help your pets stay 
healthy during the winter. 

 

 

National Dog and Cat Statistics 
 

Only ONE out of 10 dogs born ever get a home.   
Only ONE out of 12 cats born ever find a home. 

800 dogs and cats are KILLED each HOUR in the U.S.,  
because there are not enough homes for them. 

 
 OPT TO ADOPT and SPAY/NEUTER. 

 

Saving one animal will not  
change the world, but it will  

change the world  
for that one animal. 



 

 2011 Volunteer Opportunities in The Town of Hickory Creek 
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Donôt Mess With Texas Trash Off, April 2, 2011 
KLDB and KHCB are hosting a local cleanup as part of Keep Texas Beautiful and TxDOTôs Donôt Mess With 
Texas - Trash Off. We will meet at Lake Dallas Sonic for breakfast and head out to our designated cleanup 
areas removing litter and winning prizes along the way. 
Volunteers needed 9amð11:30am 
Contact Linda Fulfer at linda@fulfer.us or 214-695-2723. See page 8 for details. 
 

Household Chemical Waste Collection, May 21, 2011 
The Upper Trinity Regional Water District Hazardous Waste Team assisted by Hickory Creekôs Public Works 
Department and citizen volunteers come to Arrowhead Park in Hickory Creek to collect household chemical 
waste. A number of vouchers are given out each year by the Town, after that each car pays a fee to leave 
their chemicals at the collection station. 
Contact Jeffrey McSpedden at Jeffrey.mcspedden@hickorycreek-tx.gov or for volunteer scheduling 
 

Hickory Creek Helping Hands Committee,  
This newly formed committee of twelve (and growing) is 100% volunteer supported, driven and operated by 
Hickory Creek residents and businesses. The purpose of this committee is to serve Hickory Creek residents in 
need when unexpected tragedies/situations happen to ones family (loss/sickness) or household (fire).  
Contact Paul & Bry Kenney at helpinghands@hickorycreek-tx.gov or call 817-235-9944 for Volunteer 
scheduling. See page 4 for details. 
 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
Hickory Creek still needs community  responders from all areas  in order to have first responders and backups 
to fully implement a community emergency response plan. If you would like to attend the next training class  
Contact Brenda at 940-349 2855 for application and information. See page 8 for details 
 

Assist Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful by creating and maintaining a KHCB Facebook page. 
Here is a chance for someone who loves Facebook to have some fun and help our local Keep Texas Beautiful 
affiliate communicate with local volunteers and citizens of our town.  
Volunteer needed: 6-8 hours per month. Contact Linda Fulfer at linda@fulfer.us or 214-695-2723. 
 

Hickory Creek Animal Adoption Center 
Be a part of the very successful results oriented team of volunteers managed by the Hickory Creek Animal 
Welfare Board.  This group raises funds for our townôs animal rescue and adoption program, provides both 
emergency and daily care of homeless pets at the new state of the art Hickory Creek Animal Adoption Center.  
Call Ken Lowrie, H C Animal Control Officer for volunteer scheduling 
 

Assisting Public Works in cleaning and caring for the streets and parks in Hickory Creek 
The Hickory Creek Public Works Department periodically uses community service volunteers to clean and 
maintain our townôs roads and parks.  
Contact Jeffrey McSpedden at Jeffrey.mcspedden@hickorycreek-tx.gov or for volunteer scheduling 
 

Fall FunFest - October 1, 2011, 9am- 7pm 
The Hickory Creek Event Team needs volunteers for event set-up, entertainment and hospitality, safety, 
games, parking and more.  Volunteers are needed to help with sponsors and vendors and for break-down and 
cleanup. Marketing/advertising opportunities also exist prior to the event.    
Contact Chris Chaudoir at chris.chaudoir@hichorycreek-tx.gov or 940-497-2528 for scheduling 
 

Arbor Day Event - October 15, 2011, 10am - 1pm 
Volunteers are needed for event set-up, crafts, demonstrations & exhibits and tree give away, etc.              
Opportunities also exist for publicity/marketing  prior to the event. 
Contact Linda Fulfer at linda@fulfer.us or 214-695-2723 for volunteer scheduling 
 

Tree Lighting and Chili Cook-off - December 2, 2011 
Volunteers needed for event decorations, set-up, refreshments, carriage rides, chili judging, etc.  
Contact Chris Chaudoir at chris.chaudoir@hichorycreek-tx.gov for volunteer scheduling  




