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Denton County Precinct 1 Transportation  
Task Force Report ï June 20, 2008  

 

The Town will  continue to update our citizens on the I35 widening project. The 
following article will give you some indication of the changes and time table.  
 

IH 35E 
 

The I-35E project goal is to completely reconstruct the Interstate I-35E corridor 
from  I-35E LBJ to US 380, replacing existing infrastructure that has reached or 
exceeded its design life and adding additional capacity to an extremely          
congested area. Project is divided into three segments with the 21.1 mile middle 
segment defined as SH 190/PGBT to FM 2181. 
 

Right-of-way (ROW) acquisition date has slipped due to lane realignments      
required by NTTA to produce funds to cover the estimated 2.9B cost of the     
project. TxDOT will construct the I-35E corridor maintaining three frontage lanes, 
four main lanes, and two barrier-separated tolled managed lanes in each        
direction. 
 

An I-35E technical engineering committee has been launched this month to    
revise the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).  
 

Denton County bond funds will pay for a portion of this project as will revenue 
from Regional Tollway Revenue (generated from Hwy 121).  Plans are underway 
to employ managed lanes on the project which allows motorists to choose to pay 
to travel in the set aside lanes. 
 

Environmental finding of no significant impact (FONSI) is now scheduled for     
December 2009, with ROW acquisition to begin in 2010, and project contract 
awarded in early 2012. 
 

FM 2181 ï Lillian Miller to I 35E in Hickory Creek  
 

The 2181 project involves widening FM 2181 from two lanes to a six lane divided 
roadway from Lillian Miller Road in Denton to I-35E at Hickory Creek. A public 
hearing was held Nov. 2006 at Lake Dallas High School where questions were 
raised about equestrian crossings and sidewalks. Denton County is working with 
TxDOT and municipalities to identify location of sidewalks. Huitt Zollar Corp. is 
currently evaluating the impact of roadway design changes to accommodate 
adding sidewalks along both sides of the roadway in Corinth and Hickory Creek.  
 

FM 2181 received environmental clearance on January 28, 2008 and (ROW) 
mapping is complete pending TxDOT approval. Hickory Creek Road to IH 35E 
was completed and submitted to TxDOT for review on March 2008. Review   
comments have been received from TxDOT on Map 2 and revisions are currently 
being made. Huitt Zollar Corp. plans on submitting plans back to TxDOT by mid 
August. 

Transportation Reporté.Continued on page 4  
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I was born in Mount Vernon, Ohio (just north of Columbus) and grew up in Las   
Cruces, New Mexico.  I have lived in Hickory Creek almost 7 years.  My wife     
(Bry Kenney) and I have chosen to raise our two kids (MacKenzie 6 and Hogan 2) 
for the foreseeable future in Hickory Creek.  

I graduated from New Mexico State University with a Bachelor's of Business      
Administration with a major in Marketing while completing the Professional Golf 
Management Program.  I have been employed in the golf business since 1994 and 
currently I am the General Manager at Woodbridge Golf Club in Wylie.  I am also a 
partner in a dry cleaning business in New Mexico. 

With my current management experience and business ownership (past and current) I have to make daily 
decisions that are educated, researched, tough and fair for all sides involved. I will do the same for future 
decisions about our town of Hickory Creek. I am excited about our town's future and look forward to many 
years in a town that will make a positive impact for its citizens. 

Ken Lowrie and  
Jeffrey McSpedden  

Recognized by  
Animal Welfare Board  

Hickory Creek Animal     
W e l f a r e  B o a r d                 
presented  awards to public 
works employees Ken    
L o w r i e  a n d  J e f f r e y   
McSpedden in appreciation 
for all they do to protect, 
save and house our home-
less animals,   enforce  the 
town ordinances, encourage volunteer participation at the shelter, and work in tandem with the board to help 
make  Hickory Creek a safe and compassionate town.  

Introducing Hickory Creek Councilman Paul Kenney  

Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful Logo Contest Attracting Creative Entries  
 

The contest to design the logo will run through the end of July. Any Hickory Creek citizen 
designing a logo for the contest should send it to Town Administrator Mike Deason 

at mike. deason@hickorycreek-tx.gov.  
 

The winner will be recognized by Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful, along with town officials and take home 
the first official Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful T-shirt. As a Keep Texas Beautiful affiliate,  

the Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful group will sponsor and coordinate many education and clean-up 
programs in co-operation with state agencies including the Texas Department of Transportation  

and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  
 

To become a member of Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful call Linda Fulfer at 214-695-2723. 
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lst Annual  

Wag óN Walk 

 a Big Success 
 

The Hickory Creek Animal 
Welfare Board would like to 
thank all the volunteers,     
animal rescue groups,       
corporate sponsors, town 
council members, public work 
employees, and all the       
citizens who participated in 
the very first Wag óN Walk 
fundraiser.  
 

The event was a huge       
success, and everyone had a 
fun day at the park. Special 
thanks go to Bobby      
Thompson, AWB member, for 
organizing the event, Purina 
Rally to Rescue, Texas     
Tailwagger representatives 
Rhonda and Danielle Hurst, 
and to council members Lynn 
Clark, Eric Wiser, Chris 
Gordon, Paul Kenney, and 
Mayor John Smith for        
subjecting themselves to a 
very active dunking booth!  
 

 But the biggest Thank You 
of all goes to some very spe-
cial Hickory Creek citizens -- 
the dogs  who volunteered to  
ñwalk for the shelter.ò We   
interviewed some of them, 
and they told us they were 
happy to donate their time 
and talents to help build a 
new shelter for their dog 
cousins even though cats 
would be allowed to live there 
as well.  What a magnani-
mous gesture from our four-
legged friends!   
 

We look forward to seeing all of you again next year for the 2nd Annual Hickory Creek Wag óN Walk. 
 

AWB reminds everyone that as the outdoor temperature climbs, your dog will need to stay indoors in the cool, or 
at least have nice shade and lots of cool water.  Check with your veterinarian to see if your dog would benefit or 
be harmed by having a haircut, and be sure your dog is on heartworm preventative.  Provide your dog with a life 
jacket if you take him/her for a boat ride. And remember that cats can overheat as well. Cats do not normally 
pant, so if you observe that behavior, lower their body temperature by placing them under room-temperature 
(not icy) water. Enjoy a fun and safe summer with your pet! 


