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Live, Work and Play in Hickory Creek 

 

Texas Forestry Service selects Hickory Creek  
to kick -off Emerging Communities Initiative  

 

In an effort to identify community needs as they relate to Texas Emerging    
Communities initiative, the Texas Forest Service (TFS) developed a survey that 
was distributed to 755 communities throughout Texas. This survey was designed 
to assess the current level of development and potential growth for each       
community. Surveys were sent to city council members, city managers, and  
mayors of all Texas communities with published email addresses whose 2007 
U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates were between 100 and 99,999.      
Criteria important to the project include: current population, population growth,           
government formation, natural resource / land use, resources, public services, 
economy, housing units, jobs / employment ability to expand, land area, building 
permits, persons per square mile and land values. 
 

Councilman Chris Gordon and Town Administrator and Police Chief Roger   
Mangum responded to the TFS survey. As a result of their response to this     
survey regarding growth trends and concerns in Hickory Creek, Councilman 
Chris Gordon was contacted by Crystal Davis, Coordinator of Special Projects 
for the Texas Forest Service (TFS). ñSurvey data and phone conversations     
indicated that Hickory Creek was potentially one of these communitiesò, stated 
Mrs. Davis.  
 

A meeting was scheduled to discuss ways that the TFS Emerging Communities 
Initiative can provide a natural resource assistance network and technical       
assistance to our community. Discussions have begun to develop this valuable 
partnership for proactive planning to safe guard our townôs natural resources. 
 

As the Texas population continues to witness high-velocity population growth 
and urbanization, development can negatively impact forests and related natural   
resources. With projected population expansion as high as 71.5 percent from 
2000 to 2040, Texas communities must begin to plan for future open space in 
order to sustain and enhance their quality of life. The Texas Emerging          
Communities initiative will provide guided leadership and assistance to those 
communities that are forecasted to be most negatively impacted by extreme   
urbanization in upcoming years with this project. 

Donát forget to water your trees this summer. 
When the summer heat rises; donôt forget to water your trees, not only around the 
trunk, but in the whole drip line area below the leafed part of your tree. 
 

A mature tree can lose hundreds of gallons of water a day through its leaves,    
especially in hot or windy weather. If trees donôt get enough water, they will       
experience stress when they canôt replace the water lost through their leaves. 
 

To help preserve moisture, spread mulch to a diameter of 3 feet around the trunk 
and a minimum depth of 3 to 4 inches. Keep mulch away from the trunk of the tree. 

Dates to Remember:  
 

Lewisville Lake Toll Bridge 
Opening August 1éé..P2 
 

Grace Period for  
Registering and Obtaining 
an Alarm Permit  
June 29 - August 27 ....P3 
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Saturday, August 1, 2009  

8:00 AM- 5K race  

10:00 AM-Noon - Family Fun Walk  

Register to Run, Walk or Volunteer at 

www.RunLLTB.com 

 

Something COOL is Coming! 
 

 

Grand Opening June 26
th 

Located @ the corner of Swisher 

and Garrison next to Point Bank
 

http://www.runlltb.com


New False Alarm Ordinance  

At the June 2009 Council Meeting, the Town of Hickory Creek Town Council approved, at the request of the 
Chief of Police, a new False Alarm Ordinance for Hickory Creek. This ordinance necessitates all home owners 
and    businesses who operate an alarm system to register their alarm system(s) and obtain an alarm permit 
from the town.  There is no charge for registration and obtaining a permit for private residences and no annual 
permit fee.  Commercial Intrusion alarms will require a $50.00 registration and permit fee which will be due on 
an   annual basis.  Any business having both an intrusion alarm and a hold-up alarm will be required to remit a 
$100.00 registration and permit fee which will also be due on an annual basis.  There will be a 60 day grace 
period beginning June 29, 2009, and ending August 27, 2009, to allow all persons adequate time to register 
and obtain an alarm permit.  During the grace period, no false alarms will be counted toward the billing of false 
alarms.  Applications can be obtained by contacting Amy Theriault at Town Hall, 1075 Ronald Reagan Ave. or 
by calling Amy at (940) 497-3520 ext #225.  Along with the application, you will be provided a copy of the False 
Alarm Ordinance for your reference and explanation of the ordinance.  Upon expiration of the 60 day grace   
period, citations will be issued to anyone in violation of the False Alarm Ordinance by operating an alarm     
without a permit.  Person(s) with an alarm permit will be invoiced for false alarms as explained within the False 
Alarm Ordinance.  Roger Mangum, Town Administrator/Chief of Police. 
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Sycamore Bend Eagle Project  
 

It was a hot summer day when Boy Scouts from Northgate 
United Methodist Troop 175 of Irving, converged on       
Sycamore Bend Park at Hickory Creek.  The day had been 
set aside to do a major clean up of debris piles and to      
construct an information Booth for the Hickory Creek Parks 
and Recreation Department. This was all part of the Eagle 
Scout project planned by 17 year old Ronnie Wright.  Time 
was short as Ronnie was only days away from his 18th    
birthday so he was very motivated in leading the Scouts to 
get the tasks accomplished. Ronnie stated, ñI am pleased to 
have been given the opportunity to lead in this project since 
the information booth is useful for maps and trails information 

at the park.  
It also is a way for the town to communicate with citizens who 
use the parkò. 
 

Troop 175 Scoutmaster Mark Sligar was the Eagle Advisor for 
Ronnie and his project.  As time was short, they worked     
tirelessly to get the necessary paperwork and preliminary   
signatures necessary to start the project.  Community         
volunteers stepped forth to donate paint and supplies, labor 
and even provided food and drinks for the workers.  A special 
thanks goes to Behr Paint Company for their generous       
donation of paint; Dominoes Pizza for mountains of pizza pie 
and Chick-Fil-A for ice and tea. 
 

Ronnie is a graduate of MacArthur High School in Irving and has been accepted at  Harding University. His  
ultimate career goal is to attain his Masters Degree in Arts after two additional years at Universal Studios.     
During the college admissions process, Ronnie learned that completing his Eagle Rank would literally save him 
thousands of dollars in college tuition.  He quickly set the plans in motion to achieve that goal.  Ronnie has 
been a member of Troop 175 since the 6th grade and had reached the Life Rank several years earlier just short 
of completing his Eagle Rank project.  As it often happens, Scouts reach a certain time in life where the 
ñfumesò (i.e. perfume or gas fumes) become more important than reaching that final Eagle Rank. Reality hits 
when they near that 18th birthday and realize the great opportunity they are about to let slip away.  Having a 
passion for the values he has received through Scouting, Ronnie works summers at a church youth camp. His 
leadership abilities and magnetic personality is evidenced by youth who are drawn to him. 

Eagle Project  continued on page 4 


