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Farewell to  
Councilman Baker  
 

The council extended 
many words of thanks and 
appreciation and said their 
goodbyeôs to Councilman 
and Mayor Pro-Tem    
Richard Baker as he    
completed his second 
term of office and passed 
the torch to his successor 
Richard Dupree. 
 

ñBaker was my mentor 
when I came to councilò 

expressed Councilwoman Lynn Clark. His advice to me was ñLeave your        
personal agendas at home and always make decisions that benefit the majority 
of the citizens. I have used this principle as a guide with every decision I have 
made during my tenure on this council.ò  
 

ñI have been honored to serve next to this gentleman,ò said Councilman Paul 
Kenney.  Richard is described as a ñsimplifierò who had an outstanding command 
of math. In 2007, he was instrumental in achieving agreement on funding issues 
during negotiations with the Fire Department. As a councilman and negotiator 
you could depend on him to cut through the noise and confusion and come to a 
simple solution that everyone could understand.  
 

Richard was appointed Citizen of the Year in 2008 for his exemplary acheive-
ments as a councilman and citizen of Hickory Creek. ñWe were so lucky to have 
known and worked with someone that was so hard to say goodbye to,ò added 
Richard Dupree. ñWhen you think of the countless hours Richard Baker has 

spent on the funding issues with the fire department as well as the the time he 
spent addressing other issues, I seriously doubt we could find another citizen 
who has made this type of time commitment to our town.ò 
 

ñWhen people care about a community, they want to get involved, and in my 
case, it is very easy to care about this town. As I said several years back, the 
company I work for allows me to live anywhere I want, and I wouldnôt live        
anywhere but Hickory Creek,ò Baker said. 
 

Baker and his wife Debbie have lived in Hickory Creek since 2002 when their 
Glenview subdivision was built. He knows nearly every citizen in the subdivision 
and served as the first homeowner association president for many years. In his 
professional life he was employed by Newell Rubbermaid Corporation as a      
national project manager. The Bakers are the proud parents of two children and 
six grandchildren. 

3th of July  
At L.D. City Park  

Parade, Lake Cities Idol and 

Pariotic Costume, Water-

mellon  Eating & Apple Pie    

Baking Contests, Live      

Entertainment and Fire 

Works at Sundown  



From The Mayorõs Desk 

vol·un·teer  [vol-uhn-teer] ïnoun - a  person who voluntarily offers 

himself or herself for a service or undertaking; a person who performs a    
service willingly and without pay. 
 
Hickory Creek is so fortunate to have such a dedicated and  devoted         
volunteer that: 
 

¶ has given countless hours of service to our town for many years 
¶ takes volunteering seriously and loves to see results 
¶ cares from the heart 
 
I would like to thank this person for everything they do. Let me go ahead and 
introduce her, she is Linda Fulfer.  
 

Linda has given many hours to the Town of Hickory Creek. She has managed, edited, and put together our 
townôs monthly newsletter for years. Linda currently serves as Vice President of our Parks Board and has 
served on that board for years.  She has spear headed several projects 
resulting in a new playground in Arrowhead Park, new restrooms in two 
of our parks, and a nature walk during the 2009 Arbor Day celebration 
which highlighted the local flora and fauna. Linda has helped re-write the     
Hickory Creek tree ordinances to better save our leafy friends, as well as 
organizing public naturalist programs for our residents.  She has given 
educational workshops to several of the schools and/or childcare         
facilities in Hickory Creek, and successfully organizes each year our 
celebration of Arbor Day.  Linda is always stepping forward for trash 
pickups, shoreline pick-ups and any activity involving our parks. 
 
Linda has planted many trees in the town. In 2007, she arranged for the 
Town of Hickory Creek to purchase 700 trees to be given away to our 
residents for free in recognition of Arbor Day.  In 2008, in recognition of 
Arbor Day, she organized the digging of enough holes by volunteers to 
plant 50 trees in Arrowhead Park.  She currently tends to trees in her 
backyard which have been given to citizens the last three years. Linda heads up Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful 
which sponsors events within the town.   
 
Last month Linda received quite an accolade! She received 1 of the 5 Bronze Leaf Awards given out in Texas 
from the Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council.  This award was given to towns and cities that participate in 
Tree City USA which Hickory Creek is a member of. In February of this year, Councilman Chris Gordon      
submitted a letter nominating Linda for this impressive honor.  Linda has given so much time handling the    
requirements to achieve the high recommendations. A Forest Ranger personally came to our last town council 
meeting to thank Linda for all her dedication and to personally deliver her award.  
 
Linda always attends our town council meetings each month gathering information for the newsletter and  
snapping photos. She hangs in there waiting patiently on articles and information that might go towards the        
newsletter.  She is always able to wrap it up quickly to meet deadlines. 
 
In addition, I currently serve on the 501(c)3 board with Linda. We meet once a quarter discussing board news, 
the townôs direction, and tax free donations given to town to help selected projects such as our animal  shelter 
or library fund. She is a great contributor and makes a positive impact in this role. 
 
Iôm sure I have left out some of the many things Linda has worked on or is working on for the town, but Iôm in a 
hurry to meet her deadline!  Linda, I am sure I speak for everyone that enjoys our monthly newsletter and 
seeôs your hard work and dedication by sayingé  thank you for giving so much to the Town of Hickory Creek 
and making our town a wonderful place to call home.      
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Tyler Parnell  
2009 Sportsman Of The Year  

Each year the Hickory Creek Town  Council  reviews 

nominations and selects a citizen of the year, employee 

of the year and business of the year. Four Hickory 

Creek seniors nominated by the Lake Dallas             

Independent School District for outstanding scholars 

and sportsman of the previous year are also formally 

recognized.  

Brooke Guest and Tyler Parnell were named Hickory 

Creek Sportsman of the Year 2009. Brook and Tyler 

were not  present at the February 16th Council Meeting. 

Sportsmanship of the Year award was presented to  

Tyler Parnell at the May 20th Council Meeting. 

Trees have always been a big part of look and feel of Hickory  

Creek. In 2005 when the new town hall was designed town     

officials went to great lengths to preserve the 100 year old    

Hickory Tree located on the southwest corner of the town hall 

property.  
 

In 2007 a large number of trees died in Arrowhead Park and our 

interest in the trees of Hickory Creek began to grow.  
 

That  summer, a search began for a tree farm that was going out 

of business and willing to sell their stock for a bargain. This 

search proved successful and a section of Arrowhead Park was 

reforested with native oak trees. Through this action, the Town of 

Hickory Creek increased the value of many residential properties 

by offering hundreds of trees to  residents at no cost.  
 

The next spring Hickory Creek was recognized as a ñTree City 

USAò, becoming part of a national list of 541 towns and cites the 

Arbor Day Foundation recognizes for their Tree protection policies and management practices. 
 

In 2008, a donation of 234 tiny Burr Oak trees were brought to Hickory Creek causing a curiosity in tree 

propagation, and this is where the little tree farm began. Since then acorns have been cultivated, increasing 

the number of new oak trees in the collection. A line item was added to the townôs budget for tree pruning 

and a tree pruning policy was adopted. 
 

In 2009, Sycamore Bend Park was leased from the Army Corps of Engineers and a huge park restoration     

project began through a coordinated effort of town administration, our town council and Mayor, Public 

Works, the Parks and Recreation Board and the Boy Scouts of America.  
 

2010 brought a special crop of Hickory sprouts grown from nuts found under the ñOld Hickory Treeò and 
news has arrived that Hickory Creek has earned itôs second growth award.  
 

These hickory seedlings were planted on town property in honor of our name sake hickory tree. Linda    
Cawley and Blanch Dillon are shown in the picture above planting one of the hickory seedlings at the Public 
Works facility. 
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