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From The Mayorõs Desk 
Town of Hickory Creek Financial News  

Each year our town conducts an audit in            
accordance with auditing standards generally    
accepted in the United States of America and  
Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. This 
year the firm of Hankins, Eastup, Deaton, Tonn & 
Seay conducted the townôs review.   
I am pleased to list the following key points        
detailed in the audit: 

Sales tax revenue increased for the 2007-2008 
budget year. 

Property tax rate was not increased for the 
2008-2009 budget year. 

Completed projects:  West side paving, Relocation of Public Works Facility 
and East side paving improvements. 

Our assets exceed our liabilities. 
Our net assets increased by $401k. 
The unreserved fund balance for the general fund was 31% of total general 

fund expenses. 
Governmental funds report noted 23% available for spending. 
Original budget was marked to decrease available fund balance by $70k.  

However, the budget was amended by the council thus resulting in the 
general fund decreasing by only $20k. 

Our townôs total debt decreased by $305k in 2008 and no new debt was   
incurred. 

As noted in the report, Hickory Creek continues to preserve a strong financial 
reserve.  The firm also noted that our 2008-2009 budget reveals a ñstrong      
reserve and disciplined spending.ò 
Richard Baker, our Mayor Pro-Tem, and I recently participated in a conference 
call with our Southwest Financial Security representatives to discuss the        
financial standing of our town.  As a result of this call, Hickory Creek has been 
listed in Standard and Poorôs Public Finance Report as 1 of 26 municipalities in 
the south that have been upgraded after review of credit strength.  Our rating 
increased from an A- to an AA-.              

Financial News continued on page 2 



A new occasional sale ordinance was passed by the Hickory Creek 

Town Council at the February 17th meeting.   

 

The term ñoccasional saleò refers to all sales of used household or     

personal items at the sellerôs residence and includes all versions of the 

term such as garage, yard, estate, rummage, etc.  Prior to this addition, 

anyone wishing to hold a sale was required to apply for a sign permit but 

there were no guidelines on how the sale was to be conducted. 

 

Some of the main rules of the new ordinance are: 

¶ A permit is required to hold a sale.  Permit applications are available 

on-line at www.hickorycreek-tx.gov/permits or at the Building Department in Town 

Hall. The current permit fee is $5.00. 

¶ Only 2 sales may be held at an address per year.  (Sorry, the state considers it a 

business if more than 2 sales are held and requires that sales tax be paid.) 

¶ The only items that can be sold are the used personal property of the people 

holding the sale.  Items purchased  for resale only or made specifically for sale 

at an occasional sale are prohibited.  (Sorry again, the state requires that 

taxes be paid on those items.) 

¶ The sale may last for 3 consecutive days only. 

¶ The permit allows a total of 5 sale signs to be placed out.   

¶ Signs may be no larger than 4 square feet and posted using a wood or metal spike in the ground.  

They must be placed on private property and have the  permit number on the bottom right corner.  

Any signs found on public right-of-ways, attached to any other signs, posts, poles or that do not have 

a valid permit number will be removed. 

¶ Signs must display the address, dates and times of the sale.  Sales may open at sunrise.   

¶ Signs may be placed out 24 hours before the sale starts and all signs and sale items need to picked 

back up the morning after it closes. 

¶ The new ordinance also includes special provisions for nonprofit organizations and HOAs and for the 

cancellation of sales. 

If you have any questions about how to have an occasional sale, please contact Code Enforcement at 

940/497-2528 or pick up a copy of the Occasional Sale Brochure at Town Hall. 

 

Financial News continued from page 1 
 

As mentioned in the S&P report, Hickory Creek ñended fiscal 2007 with what we consider a very strong    

unreserved general fund balance of $990k or 30.1% of expenditures.ò  S&P stated that our townôs credit   

profile to be ñgenerally stronger than a review of just their applicable credit ratios might otherwise indicate.ò  

Hickory Creek continues to thrive and prosper.  We should be proud of the wise financial decisions our  

council makes to safe guard our townôs financial standing.  In addition, we should be very proud of our    

dedicated employees that always have the best interest of our town in mind.  We should also thank the     

numerous board members and volunteers who play an important role in keeping our town strong and one 

that is moving forward.   

Regards,  

John M. Smith, Jr., Mayor  
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The Town of Hickory Creek Recognized by the  
North Central Texas Council of Governments  

In 2006, Hickory Creek was   
recognized as one of the top 
10 suburbs in North Texas. 
In 2008, Hickory Creek was 
again recognized, this time 
by the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments. 
The towns annual Christmas 
Party was held at Sneaky 
Peteôs in Lewisville where 
there was lots of fun, food 
and socializing. In the      
audience was a special guest, Mike Eastland, Executive director for NCTCOG and his lovely wife Vickie.  
 
Mr. Eastland was on hand to present recognition awards to the town council and the town itself. Richard 
Dupree, who coordinated efforts with NCTCOG over a three month period, said this was a carefully guarded 
secret right up to the moment and caught nearly everyone by surprise. Mr. Dupree began the ceremony in a 
comedic fashion which generated some laughs and then presented Mayor John Smith, council members    
Richard Baker-mayor pro tem, Chris Gordon, Lynn Clark, Paul Kenney, and Eric Wiser an Olympic style medal 
bearing the Hickory Creek Logo. Roger Magnum also received a medal for his outstanding contribution as both 
city manager and police chief. Dupree also presented a plaque to the Police Department, city staff and         
volunteers for their outstanding efforts and contribution to the community during 2008. 
 
Mike Eastland then capped off the evening by presenting to Mayor Smith and members of the council a window 
plaque in recognition and appreciation for dedicated service and significant contributions to the citizens of  
Hickory Creek and adherence to the principles of local government, intergovernmental relations and regional 
cooperation. Mr. Eastland also presented a letter to Mayor Smith congratulating him and the Town council for 
serving the community in an exemplary manner. The letter further stated that their hard work, dedication and 
meeting of challenges assured that Hickory Creek will continue to be an outstanding place to live. Mayor Smith 
commented that you donôt receive recognition of this nature very often and he accepted it with pride for the 
community on the lake. The Mayor also stated that we have overcome a lot of obstacles and accomplished 
many of our goals but there are those yet to come. 
 
Richard Dupree stated that this was a very rare and unique award and that all those involved earned this     
recognition. He felt like it was important to share it with other individuals and communities. Richard also said 
that awards of this nature tend to create expectations of behalf of the town and sets the bar a little higher for 
those who may want to serve Hickory Creek in the future.  

The Lake Cities Citizens Fire Academy is holding a huge fundraising 
garage sale on March 20th -21st, 8 am until 2pm both days. The sale 
will be held at the Corinth Fire Station, 3101 South Garrison, a block 
north of Walgreens off Swisher. Clothes, shoes, and hundreds of      
assorted items will be available along with food and tickets for prize 
drawings from local merchants. Contact Cathy Suhr at 940-321-9505, 
cell 360-265-0006 or Richard Dupree at 940-321-2856 for further      
information. See you there! 
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 Citizen Of The Year  
Richard Dupree  

 Sportsman Of The Year  
Michelle Fiala / Michael Murray  

Scholars Of The Year  
Shelby Easton / Johnathan Meegan  

 Business of the Year  
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Each Spring the Hickory Creek Town Council  
reviews nominations and selects a Citizen of 
the year and presents awards to four Hickory 
Creek seniors  nominated by the Lake Dallas 
Independent School District for outstanding 
Scholars and Sportsman for the previous year.  
 
Richard Dupree was named 2008 Citizen of 
the Year for his outstanding support of the 
Town  of Hickory Creek and the Lake   Cities 
and Denton County area. Richardôs active  
support as a first responder for the Community 
Emergency Response team, the Corinth Fire 
Department and the Citizens on Patrol        
program is a important asset to our town.  
Richard also serves on the Board of             
Adjustments and is certified  by FEMA to     
assist in terrorism response.  
 
The LDISD nominates the two most deserving 
male and female senior scholars and sports-
man based on their performance and how well 
they represent the school district. 
 
Shelby Easton and Johnathan Meegan were 
named Scholar of the year 2008 
 
Michelle Fiala and Michael Murray were 
named Hickory Creek Sportsman of the year 
2008. 

MOLLY MOO'S  
PET SITTING SERVICE  

 
PAMPERED CARE  

FOR YOUR LOVING PETS  
 

FELLOW NEIGHBORLY CONFIDENCE  
 

MOLLY MOO WAS BUILT ON TRUST & LOVE  
 

FULLY INSURED WITH PSA  
 

MANY EXCELLENT REFERENCES AVAILABLE  
 

940-594-2376  
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