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Welcome back to the Lake Cities Library 
 

The Waiting Is Over! The Lake Cities Library reopened on Tuesday, April 28th, 2009.  

Boy Scout Spring Camporee ï April 24 -26,  
Sycamore Bend Park in Hickory Creek  
 

300+ Scouts from McKinney, Melissa,  Allen, Anna, Farmersville, 
Blue Ridge, and Princeton converged on Sycamore Bend Park 
on Friday April 24, dividing the open areas and campground 
spaces among them in preparation to spend the weekend clearing camp sites, 
learning new skills, working on merit badges, and just plain having fun.  
 

The Town of Hickory Creek has submitted a proposal for a 99 year lease on 
Sycamore Bend Park. This park has an incredibly nice camping area (complete 
with picnic tables, lantern holders, grills, and camp fire rings) but has never been 
open to the public under U.S. Corps of Engineers oversight. 
 

The US Army Corps of Engineers office in Lewisville has approved and passed 
our application on to the Ft. Worth Land Acquisitions office, and we have been 
told to expect approval of the lease very soon. 
 

In the mean time, The Town of Hickory Creek asked for permission to have Boy 
Scout troops come and do community service projects for the park in exchange 
for no-cost, lake front camping. ñI called Mark Hanes, (activities director of the 
BSA Lone Star  District) who was in the process of organizing a Camporee for 
scouts in McKinney and Plano,ò said Councilman Chris Gordon. ñWe ended up 
with 300+ scouts at the park from Friday through Sunday, April 24ï26.ò 
 

The shoreline was littered with dead trees previously cut down illegally. During 
the last flood, debris was pushed up the shore and into the campgrounds. 
 

The scouts did multiple projects for the town (moving and staking dead and   
dangerous trees cut down by Public Works employees, collected dead drift wood 
for fire wood and stacked at the camp fire rings, cleaned up the shoreline debris, 
pruned trees throughout the park and camping areas and helped re-blaze old 
pedestrian trails). When they left on Sunday, there were many huge piles of 
wood, brush and trash ready to be mulched or removed by public works         
employees and a tremendous number of volunteer hours were logged to this 
yearôs Tree City USA urban forestry program. 
 

The Town of Hickory Creek provided a pallet of bottled water, portable toilets, 
and paid to have the large restroom near the boat ramp cleaned out and made 
ready for use. We also had public works employees on site the entire weekend, 
camping overnight with the scouts. Mayor John Smith and several council   
members  were present throughout the day pruning trees and assisting with the 
cleanup efforts. Denton County CERT team members and Hickory Creek C.O.P. 
members were on hand Saturday to assist the boys with any needs as well. 

Boy Scout Spring Camporee ðcontinued on page two 



 
We have four additional Eagle Scout projects planned in the near future and availability for future troops to 
come enjoy this wonderful park for fishing, boating, camping hiking and wildlife viewing. While preparing for the 
Camporee, many deer, wild turkeys, and other critters were spotted in Sycamore Bend Park and the best   
fishing on Lake Lewisville is reported to be just off the shoreline. 
 

Hickory Creek residents living near the park are pleased to have the park opened and in such good condition. 

Boy Scout Spring Camporee ðcontinued from page one 
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Graduation Day for COPS and CERT  
Students In Hickory Creek  

Citizens of Hickory Creek answered the call for   
recruitment of community volunteers to expand 
membership of the Community Emergency         
Response Team (CERT), knowing that the         
experience of participating in such a valuable     
program would benefit others in times of          
emergency and be a source of great personal and 
community pride. CERT graduates from Hickory 
Creek are Bob Clark, Dick Dupree, Jessica, Cindy 
& Terry Vandenberg, Jim and Sugene May and 
Council members Lynn Clark and Chris Gordon. 
 

In February of 2008 four members of the Lake    
Cities Citizens Corps Council and the LCCC-CERT 
were deployed to Gainesville as first responders to 
provide shelter, clothing, food, comfort and cell 
phones to contact family members before the Red 
Cross arrived to help flood victims. The Corinth 
Fire Department commands the LCCC-CERT and 
can be contacted at 940-321-2141 for training            
enrollment. Opportunities still exist to be a part of 
this team. 
 

Seven citizens of Hickory Creek also graduated 
from the 40 hour Citizens on Patrol (COPS)    
Training where they learned skills enabling them to 
assist our police officers by patrolling our town as 
an extension of Homeland Security.  COPS team 
members serve as  a  valuable asset to the police 

officers by performing security checks, assisting during events and checking on disabled and elderly citizens 
during inclement weather. The current graduates are Bob Clark, Sugene and Jim May, Cindy Vandenberg,    
Judith Riley, Richard Dupree, and Council members Lynn Clark and Chris Gordon. For more information email 
Hickory Creek Police Chief Roger Mangum at roger.mangum@hickorycreek-tx.gov. or contact Town Hall at  
940-497-2528.  


