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Arbor Day Poster Contest Winners  
 

Lake Dallas, Corinth and Shady Shores teachers 
were invited to join over 65,000 fifth grade      
teachers across America in the Arbor Day        
National Poster Contest. Lake Dallas and Corinth           
Elementary accepted the  opportunity to enter the 
contest. 
 

This yearôs contest, ñTrees are Terrificé and     
Energy Wise!ò is designed to increase knowledge 
about the importance of trees in the production 
and conservation of energy. Trees provide beauty 
to our communities and many products that we utilize in our daily lives. But trees 
also provide a benefit that often goes unnoticed ï trees produce and conserve  
energy. Students learn how trees produce food and energy for people and wildlife, 
how properly selected and planted trees conserve energy and much more. 
 

State winners will be announced by the state coordinator. The national winner, his 
or her parents, and the teacher of the winning student receive an expense-paid 
trip to the National Awards Weekend at Arbor Day Farm Lied Lodge and         
Conference Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska. The winner also earns $1,000 
savings bond, a lifetime membership to the Arbor Day Foundation, and his or her 
teacher receives a $200 check. 
 

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners from Lake Dallas and Corinth Elementary fifth 
grade classes were  displayed on six easels during the Arbor Day Celebration and 
were the highlight of the event. The following week the posters were displayed in 
the Hickory Creek Town Hall rotunda. 
 

The winners from Lake Dallas Elementary are: 
 First Place ï Emily Reed of Hickory Creek 
 Second Place ï Sydnei Herring of Lake Dallas 
 Third Place ï Destiny Andrews of Lake Dallas 
 Art Teacher ï Dianna Jones 
 

The winners from Corinth Elementary are: 
 First Place ï Ally Damrau from Corinth 
 Second Place ï Kyle Alexander McCann from Corinth 
 Third Place ï Karsyn Beauchamp from Corinth 
 Art teacher ï Jan McCann 

 

ñBest in Showò poster was selected by ballot at the Arbor Day event. Keep Hickory 
Creek Beautiful Committee member, Linda Cawley presented The ñBest in Showò 
trophy to Emily Reed at the Hickory Creek Town Council Meeting on October 20. 
 

The Town of Hickory Creek thanks both schools for their participation and wishes 
them the best of luck and a happy holiday season. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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2nd Annual Arbor Day in Hickory Creek ðOctober 17th, 2009 ðSycamore Bend Park   

Tucked in between many days of rain was a beautiful day at Sycamore Bend Park. The lake was calm and the sun 
was shinning. Mayor Smith, council members, Parks & Recreation Board Members and citizens came out for a 
perfect day in the park. 
 

In spite of the rain that caused the nature trail to be rerouted, our first ever nature trail was a success. Trail      
walkers listened to stories about the wild while deer rubbings, animal burrows, and foot prints were pointed out by 
Jimbo Jolly, student Master Naturalist and editor of Lake Cities Sunôs ñSplashò magazine.  
 

Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful is planning to improve this nature trail in the near future and are looking for          
volunteers to be involved in projects such as trail improvements, a butterfly garden and replacing invasive plants 
with native vegetation for the wildlife. Please contact Linda at linda@fulfer.us if you are interested in joining us. 
 

The Arbor Day ceremony began with a prayer of thanks and a warm welcome from Councilman and Parks &   
Recreations liaison Paul Kenney. The Arbor Day Proclamation was read by Mayor Smith, followed by Councilman 
Chris Gordonôs presentation of the story of how Hickory Creek joined the ranks of many prestigious cities in North 
Texas and became the first to set the example in the Lake Cities by qualifying for the Tree City USA program.  
 

By winning the Tree City Growth award in 2008, we further distinguished our town by being one of only 534 cities 
in the nation to receive this distinction. 
 

The Tree City USA® program, sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the USDA Forest     
Service and the National Association of State Foresters, provides direction, technical assistance, public attention, 
and national recognition for urban and community forestry programs in thousands of towns and cities that more 
than 120 million Americans call home. The many benefits of being a Tree City include creating a framework for 
action, education, a positive public image, and civic pride. 
 

This year Hickory Creek leased Sycamore Bend Park, a large Army Corps of Engineers park that had been closed 
for several years due to reallocation of Corps funds and manpower after 9/11, Hurricane Katrina and war in Iraq.  
The Hickory Creek Public Works Department, assisted by citizens and volunteers from the Boy Scouts of America 
accomplished a tremendous amount of work in this newly leased park in order to get it ready for the public. The 
work that was done in the past year contributed greatly to the Texas Forest Service and Arbor Day Foundationôs 
approving Hickory Creek as Tree City USA 2008, in addition to approving our first Growth award. With the         
continued effort at Sycamore Bend Park this year and educational programs such as the Arbor Day Poster      
Contest, our anticipation is high for 2009 as well.  
 

For this reason, our Public Works Department was recognized by the Parks & Recreations Board and Keep    
Hickory Creek Beautiful for their contributions toward our Tree City USA urban forest program. During the         
Saturday, October 17th, Arbor Day event, Chad Patterson (Public works employee) accepted the award for    
Hickory Creek Public Works Dept. from Chris Garland (Parks & Recreation Board Chair) for their contributions  
toward our Tree City USA urban forest program. 
 

To raise awareness of the many beautiful trees in Hickory Creek. prizes were also awarded to the winners of the 
Biggest, Most Beautiful Tree contest. Winners were: Mayor John Smith for the biggest Oak tree with a circumfer-
ence of 14ft 3 inches and 65+ feet in height (Garth St.) and Mary Nash for most beautiful tree (Live Oak Lane ).   
 

Denton County Master Gardeners Monica Chaffin, Connie Gregory, Marlene Hoffman and Linda Williams, were 
there to offer information on their program. The ñAsk A Master Gardenerò program provides two ways to ask your 
gardening questions. 
 

(1)  Call 940-349-2892 any time.  If there is no answer, leave a detailed message.  We will research your question 
and call you back.  Our help desk is located at 306 N. Loop 288 and is staffed by Master Gardener                    
volunteers.  When volunteers are available, you may bring in a sample of diseased plants or plants you want us to 
identify, or call to ask your gardening questions.   
 

 (2)  Email them at the address below. We will research your question and usually can provide an answer within a 
day or two.  master.gardener@dentoncounty.com 
 

Three large organically grown oak trees from Chambersville Tree Farm in McKinney were planted to shade and 
beautify the park entrance and approximately 100, locally grown, burr oak saplings were given away to Hickory 
Creek residents. 

mailto:master.gardener@dentoncounty.com?subject=Gardening%20Question
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Arbor Day National Poster contest winners from Lake Dallas and Corinth Elementary were displayed at the event 
and a ñBest in Showò winner was selected by ballot during the event. See page one for poster details.  
 

Acorn planting and papermaking activities were part of the program and young artists from Hickory Creekôs   
Primrose School and Childrenôs Lighthouse also joined in by submitting coloring pages.  
 

The town of Hickory Creek appreciates the contributions given to the new animal shelter and Keep Hickory Creek 
Beautiful tree fund. A special thanks goes to Ozzies Doughnuts who donated several dozen doughnuts for a  
animal shelter fundraiser and Tore Iverson who took the wonderful pictures below. Our town could not have this 
kind of success without the assistance of our volunteers and supporters. 


