CneThe Lake Vews

Dates to Remember: @
TxDOT Public Hearings

wovemner 11, 2o <TeXag Department of Transportation

A-Train Noise Mitigation

neighborhood Forums TxDOT is conducting three (3) public meetings in reference to the approximately

December 2, 2 0 P88méle section.ofPI:B5E from IH 635 north to US 380 in November 2008. The
meetings are scheduled as follows;

Town Hall Tree Lighting . .
and Chili Cook-off 1) Monday, 11-10-08, at the University of North Texas Gateway Center Ballroom

December 5th 2008....... P5 located at 801 North Texas Blvd. in Denton.
2) Thursday, 11-13-08, at the City of Lewisville Community Room in the

Spring Fling - Health, Municipal Annex Building located at 1197 West Main St. in Lewisville.
Beauty and Wellness 3) Monday, 11-17-08, at the Dr. Pepper Star Center located at 12700 North
Event-Apr i | 18, 2Stet@ans Hegway in Farmers Branch.

The Public Meetings will all be conducted from 5:00pm to 8:00pm with no formal

In this Issue: presentation, and will present preliminary project exhibits along with an on-screen
Texas Department of project presentation that will be available for public viewing. Suggested roadway
Transportation alignments, ramp locations and right-of-way needs will also be presented in
Publ ic Hear i ngadditon @ amigcussion of the next steps in the project development process.

TxDOT staff will be available to answer questions at each of the Public Meetings,
A-Train Neighborhood and will receive public comments about the proposed project improvements. All

Forum Schedul eifterested persons aeezinvited to attend any of these Public Meetings to discuss
the project with TXxDOT Personnel. Written and verbal comments from the public
Arbor Day in regarding the proposed project are requested at the Public Meetings. Any
Hi ckory Cr eek. persons requiring. special énBe2ls (communication or accommodation) should
contact TXDOT Public Information Office at (214) 320-6100 at least two working

Items of Interest from days prior to the Public Meetings.
Chief Mangumeéeé. . é...P3
If you are interested in recent road alignment changes or have questions please
Thanks to Cottonwood take advantage of these meetings.
Creek Marina é. /e P4
Holiday Tree Lighting DCTA \iill be at the November Council Meeting
And ChiliCook-o f f € €. . | P5  To provide information and answer questions.
Dentonds Please see neighborhood forum schedule on page 2.

Mo s t Wantedéé. \.L ééP7

Lake Cities Spirit of Christmas Thanksgiving Event Schedule:
Can Food Sorting - Nov. 22, Moving Can Food to Church - Nov 23,
Thanksgiving Distribution - Nov. 25.
Volunteers please call Janice Hall at 940-497-5579 or visit
www.lcspiritofchristmas.org  for additional information.




A-train Noise Mitigation
Neighborhood Forums Schedule

Following is the schedule for neighborhood forums to discuss noise mitigation along the A-train Corridor. Please note

all forums will begin at 6:30 p.m.

1. Tuesday, December 2, 2008, Corinth City Hall, City Council Chambers, 3300 Corinth Parkway, Corinth

2. Wednesday, December 3, 2008, Preserve at Pecan Creek Clubhouse, 6303 Shady Shores, Denton
3. Thursday, December 4, 2008, Waterford at Spencer Oaks Clubhouse, 2100 Spencer Road, Denton

4. Tuesday, December 9, 2008, McKamy Lake Apartments Clubhouse, 290 Lake Park Road, Lewisville
5. Wednesday, December 10, 2008, Shady Shores Elementary School Cafeteria, 300 Dobbs Road, Lake Dallas

Arbor Day at Tanglewood Park

On Saturday, October 18th the Hickory Creek Parks & Recreation
Board hosted our second annual Arbor Day celebration in
Tanglewood Park, with a little help from Town Council and our
Public Works Department, as part of our Tree City USA urban
forestry program.

Twenty Three volunteers, including public works, council member
and mayor met at the park on a beautiful Saturday morning in
Hickory Creek.. We all gathered around as the Chambersville
Tree Farm folks planted three large Bur Oak trees in Tanglewood
Park. Everyone pitched in and repotted the seedlings and moved
them to their winter home . Approximately a dozen seedlings were
adopted and the rest were lined up in rows and covered with
mulch forming our first little experimental tree farm.

Event attendees all admired the new Bur Oak Trees and our
collection of acorns and were
the acorns to check if they are good for planting. If things go well,
we will have live oak, red oak, Chinese Pistachio, and Chinkapin
seedlings in the spring. Some of our Live Oak acorns have
already begun to sprout.

Approx. 300 acorns were planted in the planters the seedlings
arrived in. The acorns we planted were carefully wrapped with
plastic screen material to prevent the squirrels from taking
advantage of our acorn collection. So far if seems to be working.

The abundance of acorns and knowledge about the acorns
presented an educational opportunity, and two acorn classes
were scheduled at Primrose School to help the young children
learn about the importance of acorns as a food source for wildlife
and as a source of new trees.

All tree planting and beautification work is done by volunteers with
the assistance of our Public Works employees. If you would be
interested in being involved in clean-ups, tree planting /
propagation and beautification projects, please consider joining
our new Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful Group or apply for a seat
on the Hickory Creek Parks and Recreation Board. Applications
can be obtained on the Town Web site at
www. hickorycreek-tx.gov.
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Items of Interest for the Citizens of Hickory Creek
Charter Communications

The Public Utility Commission of Texas has granted Charter
Communications a certificate of franchise authority under Chapter 66 of the
Texas Utilities Code. Under the new state- issued certificate, Charter is
required to pay a 5% franchise fee. In addition, they may also charge a 1%
per subscriber fee unless a city chooses to waive this fee. Due to the fact
that the Town of Hickory Creek waived the 1% per subscriber fee under the
recently expired franchise agreement with Charter Communications, and the
fact that Hickory Creek does not wish to further burden their citizens who

are also the cable service providerds

elected to waive the additional 1% per subscriber fee of our citizens under

the state-issued certificate. According to Charter, the 2% increase in the
franchise fee will be passed on to consumers.
The U.S. Congress passed legislation requiring most broadcast TV stations to switch from transmitting
traditional analog TV signals by February 17, 2009. This switch is called the Digital Transition or DTV
Transition. The transition may affect how people watch TV or whether they can watch TV at all after the
transition date. Should you have any questions, su
me ? 0, or what you should be doing to get ready f

Communications at their Customer Service line at 1-888-438-2427. For additional information about
Digital Transition and the Government coupon program visit the following websites; National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) at www.ntia.doc.gov, Digital Transition TV at
www.dtv.gov, www.dtv2009.gov, or call 1-888-388-2009, or the Federal Communications Commission at

www.fcc.gov.

Dial -A-Ride Program

The past couple of years Hickory Creek has participated in the Denton County Transportation
Authority (DCTA), Dial-A-Ride Program. The cost associated with this program was minimal due
in part to DCTA receiving FTA 5307 Operating Assistance grants which assisted in covering the
costs. Hickory Creek in 2006 paid $55.98 for this service and in 2007 paid $59.20. In the 2008
contract, DCTA projected an expense of approximately $172.00 for 10 rides at a cost of $17.19
each. DCTA indicated there are four people in Hickory Creek that are currently active and using
this service for transportation needs. DCTA has indicated they are now forecasting a total of 154
rides in 2008. They are also initiating an increase in the cost per ride from $17.19 to $21.49 per
trip. With this increase in costs, and a loss of the FTA 5307 Operating Assistance grants,
participating cities have to bear the full costs associated with the Dial-A-Ride program. DCTA will
be invoicing the Town of Hickory Creek for a total of $3,309.46 by December 1, 2008 for the 154
rides through September 2008. Due to the higher costs, the loss of the assistance grants to
reduce the costs associated with the service, only four residents using the service, and the
potential of this program to produce an extremely high under funded expenditure for the town, |
did not renew the contract with DCTA for the 2008-09 budget. In addition, DCTA refused to
disclosed where riders were being transported stating the information was confidential.

2) | contacted Medicaid and spoke with them to see if Medicaid provided any type of transportation
needs for individuals. | was told by the Medicaid representative | spoke with that if a person is on
Medicaid, they may contact Medicaid at 1-877-633-8747 and transportation needs for medical
appointments can be arranged free of charge. Medicaid advised they contract with several
agencies for this service provided the person is on Medicaid.
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Items of Interest from the Chief continued

Waste Management

The Town of Hi ckory
Waste Management contains a
Modification to Rates section which allows
the company to adjust their base rates
subject to a fuel surcharge based on the
average price of diesel fuel as follows; an
additional 1% increase in the base rates for
every $0.25 cent increase in the price of
diesel fuel at, above, and including $3.00
per gallon. This is a 1% increase at $3.00
per gallon, an additional 1% at $3.25 a
gallon, etc. The diesel fuel price is
determined by reference to the Energy
Information Administration of the US

Creekds contract wi t h

A boat dock to dock ferry service was provided at the Fall Fun
Festival.

Life jackets for children were provided for, free of charge, by
Cottonwood Creek Marina, Little Elm Texas. Cottonwood
Creek Marina keeps a dozen life jackets for children on hand.

The Life Jackets are provided by the Boat U.S. Safety
Foundation and other local donors.

These life jackets can be used for free to anyone. All you need
to do is sign for them and return them.

This is a great service for boaters who may have left one at

Department of Ener gy dane orhavguesio Bith mye ahikdrenythan they have Life

Retail On Highway Diesel Prices for the
Gulf Coast. The EIA/DOE currently
publishes these prices on their website at
the following location: http://
tonto.eia.doe.gov/dnav/pet/hist/
ddr004M.htm.

The average was determined by using
figures from Sept. 07 through August 08
with the average being approximately
$3.74 a gallon for diesel fuel prices. This
will amount to a 3% increase in Waste
Management 6s base r
commercial, and roll-off rates. For
residential bills sent out in December 2008
for the period Jan-Mar 2009, the bill will be
$12.31 per month, and $8.75 per month for
qualifying senior citizens.

| sincerely hope the above listed
information is beneficial to the residents of
the Town of Hickory Creek, and please do
not hesitate to give me a call should you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

Roger Mangum

Town Administrator/Chief of Police
Town of Hickory Creek

1075 Ronald Reagan Ave.

Hickory Creek, Texas 75065

(940) 497-3520 ext. 255

Jackets for.

Thanks again to Cottonwood Creek Marina of Little EIm for
contributing to the safety of the Fall Fun Festival.

at es for residenti al,
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