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The Denton County Citizen Corps Council was awarded the ñOutstanding      
Citizen Corp Council Awardò for 2009 by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and the Department of Homeland Security.  

The highly competitive award was made for exemplifying excellence in         
community emergency planning, fostering successful public-private              
partnerships, prioritized collaboration, demonstrating creative and innovative 
local problem solving, and implementing sound programs that can be modeled 
for use by other communities.  

The Denton County Citizens Corps Council is comprised of several national  
program areas including Fire Corps, the Medical Reserve Corps, Volunteers in 
Police Service and Citizen Emergency Response Teams- all of which coordinate 
disaster volunteer activities during emergencies. The Councilôs membership  
includes private business owners, non-profit representatives, community    
members, emergency service professionals, Citizen Corp program leaders, and 
government leaders.  

Since its inception in 2005, the volunteers of the Denton County Citizen Corps 
have been recognized locally for their significant contributions in assisting local 
communities, most notably in the search for missing persons, sheltering of    
hurricane victims, public education for citizen emergency preparedness, and 
emergency training programs for residents.  

Along with the award which was presented by FEMA Administrator W. Craig 
Fugate at the 2009 National Conference on Community Preparedness in       
Arlington, Virginia, the Denton County partnership will be featured prominently in 
national outreach programs by the Department of Homeland Security and on the 
national citizen corps website- www.citizencorps.gov.  

ñSome services of the Citizen Emergency Response Team and the Medical   
Reserve Corp include sheltering of victims and providing urgent medical care. 
Through the caring nature and self-sacrifice of these individual volunteers in our 
community Denton County demonstrates the true virtuosity of the citizens who 
call it home,ò said Denton County Judge Mary Horn.  

Citizens or businesses interested in learning more about the volunteer           
opportunities with the Denton County Citizen Corp Council can call the Denton 
County Emergency Services Office at 940-349-2845.  

Please know that I applaud each of you for your time and efforts you     

volunteer for. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

Brenda Gormley -  CERT Coordinator -  Denton County Emergency    
Services -  940 - 349 - 2855(Ofc)  

The Denton County Citizen Corps Council Receives National 

Honors from FEMA and Department of Homeland Security  

http://www.citizencorps.gov/


   WHEN: Saturday, October 3
rd

 2009 - 9AM-3PM 

      WHERE: Walmart parking lot, 1035 HICKORY CREEK RD  

JOIN US FOR OUR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FAIR SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3RD 9am -3pm IN 

THE WAL-MART PARKING LOT!  

There will be demonstrations, information, educational booths, and hand out material available from the    

following event sponsors and individuals: 

The Lake Cities Fire Dept, Lake Cities Police Depts., FEMA, American Red Cross, Lake Cities Citizens Fire 

Academy, Denton County Emergency Services, Denton County Community Emergency Response        

Team-Cert, Denton County Ham Radio Operators and Storm Watchers, Denton County Medical Reserve 

Corps, The Knowhat2do Program, Animal Welfare, UNT Volunteers, The Lake Cities and Denton County 

Citizens Corps, and more 

THERE WILL BE FREE HOT DOGS AND DRINKS COURTESY OF WALMART! FUN, GAMES AND 

PRIZES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE FOR THE CHILDREN COURTESY OF THE VOLUNTEER 

GROUPS. 

WalMart will be displaying materials and supplies needed to make up individual and family emergency kits. 

All displayed material will be available for purchase in-store. 

This will be an opportunity to educate our community citizens and take the necessary steps to protect     

yourself, your family and your community in case of an emergency                                                                                                           

Special thanks goes to the Lake Cities mayors, participants, Denton County Emergency Services, Brenda 

Gormley , Joe Cumby, and community mom Kathryn Wiser for helping to make this event a reality.  See you 

all there! 

Note, to providers, you wonôt be able to pound stakes into the asphalt so please bring what is needed to   

anchor your  booth. 
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Stop by soon to enter the raffle  
for an un-restored original  

 

Texas Stadium seat  
(valued at $750).  

 

Proceeds to benefit the  
Town of Hickory Creek Animal Shelter. 

     Small Animal, Exotic Medicine and Surgery 
 Corinth Veterinary Clinic           
 Carol Eddy, DVM 
 

4451 FM 2181 Suite 105          
Corinth, TX. 76210   
(next to Albertsonôs) 
940-497-5383 

www.corinthvetclinic.com 



Plans For Animal Shelter  

Advance in Hickory Creek  
 

Hickory Creek OKs next steps; mayor  
disappointed by scaled-back design  
 

By Peggy Heinkel -Wolfe / Staff Writer   

HICKORY CREEK ð The Town Council has accepted 
preliminary drawings for a new animal shelter and    
authorized the next steps: construction drawings and 
bid preparations.  

The current location of the Hickory Creek animal shelter, shown in 2007, is slated to be demolished when 
work begins to widen Interstate 35E.  

Plans for the 2,276-square-foot building have been slow in coming. The council hired Fort Worth-based 
Quorum Architects in July 2008 to come up with a design for a shelter to be built next to the Hickory 
Creek public works facility on the townôs west side.  

The first round of estimates and preliminary drawings came a month later, for a 2,687-square-foot facility 
at $675,000 ð about 50 percent higher than the cost estimated for a new shelter in 2007.  

Voters rejected a bond in 2007 that would have provided $600,000 for a new building, with $150,000 of 
that for land acquisition and $450,000 for construction.  

The council sent Quorum and members of the Animal Welfare Board back to the drawing board last year, 
asking them to reduce the scale of the project.  

Even as members of the Animal Welfare Board shared their satisfaction with this yearôs compromise to 
reduce the size of the building and knock about $125,000 off the estimated cost, Mayor John Smith said 
during the councilôs regular meeting Tuesday that he was disappointed in the exterior design.  

Earlier plans showed a metal roof and architectural elements that matched the public works building and 
blended with the surrounding neighborhood.  

Animal Welfare Board members reminded the council that they kept their focus on the buildingôs systems 
as they scaled back the facility. Air conditioning and plumbing are typically more expensive for animal 
shelters, they said.  

ñIf you recall ð in the report we prepared for you three years ago ð of the many cities I talked to that had 
to redo their air systems and plumbing, it cost them thousands,ò said board member Cheryl Roemmele.  

But Smith said the latest design offers no aesthetic appeal. He underscored that, because it was a public 
building, the shelter would be there for at least 20 to 25 years.  

ñItôs the main visual driving down that street. It needs something,ò Smith said.  

He said he hoped the architects were right in assuming that bids might come in lower than anticipated 
and some design options could be added back in.  

ñThe pressure is on Quorum,ò Smith said. ñIôm looking for $450,000 to get this thing built.ò  

The current animal shelter is housed in the old Town Hall on Interstate 35E and is slated to be             
demolished when the Texas Department of Transportation widens the freeway.  

Town leaders are in talks with TxDOT over the sale of the property for the stateôs right of way.  

PEGGY HEINKEL-WOLFE can be reached at 940-566-6881. Her e-mail address is pheinkel-
wolfe@dentonrc.com .  
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Sponsored By 

www.costumesintime.net 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR FALL FUNFEST 2009  
   

 The leaves will soon start changing color, a reminder of the cooler days 
ahead. This will be an indication that it is time to gather your friends and  
family and head to Arrowhead Park for Hickory Creekôs Fall FunFest. This 
event will be held on October 24th from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
 

When you arrive you will have the opportunity to transfer to a hayride or boat 
which will take you to the fun and excitement. The variety of entertainment will please young and old. 
Children can enjoy the craft area and bounce houses. One of my personal favorites from last year is 
the Critterman with his exotic animals. He will be here again to present his Squirm Factor show. Jolly 
the Clown will make everyone laugh with his magic and puppet show. Speaking of laughter; have 
you ever seen dogs dressed in scary costumes? You will get the chance, if you visit the Bark in the 
Parkôs doggie costume contest. All dogs are welcome to enter. 
 

As you stroll from the many arts and craft vendors you can enjoy the live music which will be playing 
on the main stage. And you canôt go to a festival without sampling food you will only find at a fair like 
this. Come try the fried Twinkies, grilled banana split, brisket tacos, Texas sliders, Island Noodles, 
and kettle corn, just to name a few.  Vintage and specialty autos will be on hand for the 2nd Annual 
Car Show presented by Technicians on Wheels and Two Steppinô Towing.  Car enthusiasts will be 
able to vote on the Best in Show.  
 

I have been to many book stores and each time I leave, I am amazed at how much I just paid for a 
book that I will read in a few days and then put away in a box for storage. My son loves when 
mommy reads to him every night before he goes to bed. There are three shelves in his room full of 
books but even a four year old gets tired of reading the same stories over and over. The benefits of 
the library and used book sales are the reason why we will be adding a new booth at this yearôs Fall 
Funfest. We need our citizenôs help with an important fundraiser. All you will need to do is pull the 
book boxes out of storage, go through your childrenôs book shelves, or ask a family member or friend 
for gently used books and bring them to the Hickory Creek Public Works building located at 970 Main 
Street. Then on October 24th you can visit the Book Booth and stock your home library for winter 
reading. All proceeds from the Book Booth will go to the Lake Cities Library.    
 

For more information, please call 940/497-2524 or visit www.hickorycreek-tx.gov/events.    
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 Hickory Creek Town Council  
    Considering Obstruction Ordinance 
 

Due to complaints from the citizens of Hickory Creek, the Town Council is considering 

adopting an Ordinance regulating overgrown vegetation over public rights of way.  This  

ordinance would require that any vegetation, defined as any plant growth including 

bushes, trees, shrubbery, flowers, etc., growing on private property be trimmed so that the 

lowest point is 8 feet above the pavement over sidewalks and 15 feet over streets and   

alleyways.  Trimming this vegetation will allow our citizens to walk on the sidewalk without 

being forced to step into yards or the street or to duck their heads.  It will also allow larger 

vehicles, i.e. delivery trucks, trash trucks, emergency vehicles, etc., to access our streets 

without having to avoid overhead branches or risking damage to the vehicle (and tree).  It 

is possible for the owner of a vehicle damaged by overhanging vegetation to claim      

damages from the owner of the property on which the vegetation was growing.  In alleys, 

overgrown vegetation can cause scratches to the sides and tops of vehicles as well as   

creating view and navigation hazards.  View obstructs caused by vegetation at corners will 

also be addressed.  Taking care of these problems will greatly increase public safety for 

everyone in our community. 

If you have any questions or comments about this or any other code concern, please   

contact the Code Inspector at chris.chaudoir@hickorycreek-tx.gov. 

The Town of Hickory Creekôs Fall FunFest is teaming up with the Friends 

of the Lake Cities Library to sponsor a Book Booth at this yearôs Festival. 

  

Drop off your gently used books, magazines, games, and 

other media at the Hickory Creek Public Works Building  

located at 970 Main St. before October 21
st
 and show  

your support, then join us at the Fall FunFest on  

October 24
th
 in Arrowhead Park from 11 am to 6 pm to  

add to your personal library and have some great family fun. 
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The Town of Hickory Creek, Texas, was proud to be the 
host site of the first Texas Forest Serviceôs Emerging 
Communities Project Listening Session.  This meeting was 
held Monday, August 31, 2009, at the Town of Hickory 
Creek Town Hall located at 1075 Ronald Reagan Avenue. 
Texas is changing and many communities are being      
significantly impacted by rapid growth. The Texas Forest 
Serviceôs Emerging Communities Project recognizes the 
difficulty of effective development management during fast 
paced growth, and will provide a natural resources        
assistance network that will enable the communities to 
proactively plan for future needs without jeopardizing its 
sense of place. Community leaders, community planners, 
fire chiefs, and parks and recreation people within a     
forty-five mile radius of the Town of Hickory Creek         
attended this meeting. The focus of the meeting was     
directed towards identifying the concerns of each        
community. Many questions were answered and the      
information collected will be used by the Texas Emerging 
Communities Project to develop workshops to support 
their needs.  

The Town of Hickory Creek and The Texas Forest Service 
extend their heartfelt thanks to the Lake Cities Chamber of 
Commerce for hosting this special event, A delightful meal 
was served before the meeting began. Chicken nuggets 
were furnished by Chick-fil-A along with chips and         
artichoke spinach dip from Texas Land and Cattle of   
Hickory Creek.  

Texas Emerging Communities Project  

A big   

Thank You!  
go e s  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a nd              
management of Primrose School of 
Hickory Creek for their compassion  

and taking the time and resources to 
help our homeless animals. 
 

 Once again, Primrose school donates 
food treats and supplies to the     

Hickory Creek  Animal Shelter. 

Do you have plants or seeds you 

would like to share ?  
 

 Bring them to Sycamore Bend Park 
  on Arbor Day and  

  share or swap them with 
  other gardeners  

 

 

Do you own the largest most  

beautiful tree in Hickory Creek?  
 

 As part of our 

 Tree City USA Program,  

Keep Hickory Creek  

Beautiful is seeking 

 nominations for  

the largest,  

most beautiful tree 

 in Hickory Creek  

(not on Corps Property). 

 

Please send your nominations with a  

picture and address or location to 

linda@fulfer.us.  

 

The winner will be recognized at our  

Arbor Day Celebration  

 

On October 17, 2009  

8:30 am to 1:00 pm  
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