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Town of Hickory Creek, Texas  

As some of you know, budgets can be difficult to   
create and adhere to!  However, the council and I 
have the responsibility to each one of the citizens to 
watch every penny and make the best decision for 
our town.  With that said, I am pleased to advise that 
the council and staff have been successful to      
maintain the budget without needing to raise property 
taxes. The new budget amount for 2008-2009 will be 
$4,084,818. 
 
We have a great staff at town hall.  Everyone has worked diligently to ensure their 
departments run as efficiently and effectively as possible.  We are pleased that no 
employees will be concerned with layoffs. 
 
In thinking ahead to the 2009-2010 tax year,  the council and I felt it was important 
to raise the sales tax rate one quarter of one percent which will generate           
additional revenue to our town.  In November, citizens will have the opportunity to 
vote on this. If the votes are cast for this increase, citizens will see a lower        
municipal property tax in 2009.  As we discussed, the increase allows our citizens 
to have the benefit of those non-citizen purchases that are made within our town.  
We feel this is a better way to generate revenue versus increasing the property 
taxes of our citizens. 
 
The Town of Hickory Creek is financially strong.  Good decisions made today will 
make for a better tomorrow.  In the next On the Lake News, additional details   
concerning the November sales tax election will be forthcoming. 
 
One more quick note, On the Lake News will start publishing ñDenton County 
Most Wantedò.  We hope providing this information to our citizens will help our law 
enforcement apprehend those breaking the law. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
John M. Smith, Jr. 
 
Mailing Address: 
The Town of Hickory Creek 
1075 Ronald Reagan Ave. 
Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 
PH: 940-497-2528 

From The Mayorõs Desk 
Good Decisions Make  
Hickory Creek Financially Strong  

The acorns fall 

and the little oak trees grow. 



Hickory Creek is Planning Fun for All at the Fall FunFest  
 

Hickory Creek, Texas ï The Town of Hickory Creek, in association with the Hickory 
Creek Animal Welfare and Park and Recreation Boards, is  hosting the 1

st
 annual 

Fall FunFest and 2nd annual Bark in the Park.  The event is sponsored by Richard 
Arledge Suzuki, Technicians on Wheels and Two Steppinô Towing and will take place 
on Saturday, October 25th, 2008 at Arrowhead Park from 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
 

Some of the events planned include a Car Show, a Cooking-with-Pumpkin Contest, 
bounce houses, games and crafts for the children, face painting, raffles, live music 
throughout the day, and food, craft and product vendors. Scheduled appearances 
include Tyler Burton, the Boogie Woogie Choo Choo, and 2 shows by the Critterman 
at which he will introduce several of his amazing animal friends.  The 2nd annual Bark 
in the Park, benefiting the Hickory Creek Animal Shelter, will include pet related contests, games, booths and 
several area animal rescue groups. The Town of Hickory Creek will be offering the new 2009 boat ramp 
passes for Arrowhead and Point Vista Parks for sale and information on commemorative bricks for the future 
Veterans Memorial will be available. The Police Department will be on hand to offer ñIdentiKitsò for the        
children.   
 

The Town of Hickory Creek will be accepting applications for sponsors through September 26th and vendors 
until October 10th. Applications for both may be found on the website in addition to applications for volunteers 
and the Cooking-with-Pumpkin Contest. Check out the improved advertising opportunities available to event 
sponsors. 
 

ñIt has been several years since Hickory Creek has sponsored an event of this size and we are looking        
forward to making it an annual event for the whole family,ò said Councilman Chris Gordon.  ñWe are looking 
forward to seeing all of our residents at Arrowhead Park.ò  
 

Arrowhead Park is located on the north shore of Lake Lewisville just south of the Suzuki dealership and      
features boat launch ramps, docks, a pavilion, picnic  tables, and grills.  
 

Fall FunFest admission and parking are free.  For a schedule of events, or vendor and sponsorship              
information, please visit www.hickorycreek-tx.gov/2008_fall_fun_fest or contact Support Services at      
940/497-2528. 
 

Also occurring on October 25th is the 17th  annual Lake Cities Spirit of Christmas Fun Run benefitting           
underprivileged children and their families. Registration is at 7 am with an 8 am  start time.  For more           
information, go to www.lcspiritofchristmas.org. 

 with 

The Friends of the Lake Cities Library  
Receives $3,000 Grant from Target  
 

The Friends of the Lake Cities Library received a 
$3,000 grant from Target to be used to help fund the 
2009 Summer Reading Club Program.  The money will 
help pay for supplies, performers, crafts, and movies.   
 

ñThe Friends of The Lake Cities Library are filled with a 
dynamic team of volunteers who are having an      
amazingly successful year!  I was ecstatic, literally 
jumping with joy when I opened the letter from Target 
and read that we just won a grant for $3,000 to help 
make next yearôs Summer Reading Club Program the 
best ever.ò- Paula Arreguin, President. 
 

The Friends of the Lake Cities Library helped the     
Library celebrate its 33rd anniversary by purchasing the first outdoor book drop and by giving a check to buy 
new non-fiction books. Left to right include Treasurer Jessica Scott, Library Director Rebecca Belknap,     
President Paula Arreguin, and VP Melinda Geiger. The Friends of the Lake Cities Library raised $1,003.04 at 
the Book Sale.  
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Thereôs a special joy in getting our hands dirty 
when it helps keep our land beautiful. 
 

National Public Lands Day, a program of the 
National Environmental Education Foundation, 
is the nation's largest hands-on volunteer  
effort to improve and enhance the public 
lands that Americans enjoy.  
 
In 2008, 120,000 volunteers are expected to 
plant trees and native vegetation, improve 
wildlife habitat, restore beaches and shore-
lines, build hiking trails and bridges, remove 
trash and invasive plants, and perform other 
important work projects on 1,500 parks and 
other public land areas across the nation. 
 
This year, all thatôs missing is you and your 
friends. We need your help! 
 
Hickory Creek is hosting a shoreline cleanup 
on this special day (September 27th) and a 
tree planting event on October 18, 2008.  
 
Please join us as a volunteer on the 15th   
annual  National Public Lands Day, Saturday 
morning, September 27th from 9:00am till 
1:00pm . We will meet in Point Vista Park  at 
the boat ramp parking lot. Please wear closed 
toed shoes or boots. Long pants and work 
gloves are also very helpful in the woods. 
Trash bags will be furnished by the Town of 
Hickory Creek Public Works Department. 
 
We will check in at the parking lot at Point 
Vista Park near the restroom and spread out 
to clean up the shore line, roadways, and 
woods in the parks. 
 
Many children can earn community service 
credits for school or scouting organizations. 
The best reward will be the good feeling you 
have when you see how much we can       
accomplish as a group in just four hours! 
 
 A light lunch will be served at Point Vista  
after the cleanup.  
 
To register as a volunteer or get more        
information contact Linda Adams at            
940-321-6494.  

National Public Lands Day Event  
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Town of Hickory Creek Animal Shelter  
Corporate Sponsor -   

 

Serious Results  
Personal Training Studio   

Denton County  
Transportation Authority Receives  
$191 Million for Rail -System Link to DART  

 

By LOWELL BROWN / Denton Record -Chronicle  
 

Money from the State Highway 121 tolling agreement is 
boosting multiple Denton-area transportation projects,       
including a planned commuter rail line to Carrollton.  
 

The Regional Transportation Council last week approved the 
allocation of $2.5 billion for transportation projects in Denton, 
Collin, Dallas and Tarrant counties. The projects are the    
latest to receive funding from the North Texas Tollway       
Authority's $3.3 billion payment for the right to build and    
operate State Highway 121 as a toll road.  
 

Denton County projects received about $825.5 million in the 
latest payout, which will occur in phases.  

 

The total includes $191 million for the Denton County    
Transportation Authority's 21-mile regional rail system, which 
will link Denton to the Dallas Area Rapid Transit system in 
Carrollton.  
 

"That completes the funding that's required for us to open the 
line from Denton to Carrollton," said Scott Neeley, DCTA's 
executive vice president of rail development. "We're really 
excited about it."  
 

DCTA is working to bring rail service to Denton by December 
2010.  
 

The transportation council previously approved $57 million 
from the Highway 121 deal to help DCTA buy 12 rail cars for 
the project.  
 

The funding approved Thursday requires a local match of 20 
percent and will help widen parts of U.S. Highway 377,    
Bonnie Brae Street and Mayhill Road in Denton. It will also 
provide money for the planned extension of Loop 288 to the 
northwest part of the city, among other projects.  
 

"Clearly, it allowed the local governments here to advance 
mobility projects on a much more expedited schedule," said 
Mark Nelson, the city's chief transportation officer.  
 

"You're looking at a great opportunity to leverage local funds 
on an 80-20 match to get desperately needed transportation 
projects on the ground."  
 

The council approved the division of the $3.3 billion among 
the four counties last year. Denton County received the    
largest share, $1.56 billion, based largely on estimates of 
how much traffic State Highway 121 would handle in each 
county. The money the council approved Thursday was part 
of that $1.56 billion.  

Cooking -With -Pumpkin Contest  
at the Hickory Creek Fall FunFest  
 
 

Entry Rules 
 
Date:   October 25, 2008 
FunFest hours: 11:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Where: Arrowhead Park 
When: Entry submission 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
at The pavilion. Winners announced at  1 pm. 
 

No entry fee required 
All entries must be homemade 
Pumpkin should be included in all entries. 
Only one entry per person will be accepted. 
 

All entries must be submitted in disposable 
containers. Neither entries nor containers will 
be returned. 
 

Preregistration is preferred. Please return this 
form to Town Hall by October 17th. Entries will 
be accepted without preregistration on        
October 25th between 11:00 am and noon. 
 

Each contestant will be assigned a number 
which corresponds to the number on their   
entry. 
 

Entries will be judged 70% on taste, 20% on 
presentation, and 10% on composition and 
creativity in the use of pumpkin 
 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes will be awarded. 
 
Please call the Support Service Department at 
(940) 497-2528 with any questions, Please fax 
to 940-497-3531 or return the completed form 
by October 17th to 1075 Ronald Reagan Ave.,      
Hickory Creek , TX 75065. 
 
Name:___________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________ 
 
Contact #:________________________________ 
 
Type of dish: ___Pie  ___Cake  ___Bread __Other 
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Arbor Day in Hickory Creek 
 

In 2007 the Town Council decreed by resolution 
that the third Saturday in October would be    
Arbor Day in the Town of Hickory Creek, and 
with the help of some dedicated citizens and   
volunteers they planted trees in our Parks and 
public places and hosted a tree give away for 
our citizens. This year we  have another great 
project ! 
 
In August, we acquired 235 heat tolerant Bur 
Oak Seedlings that are in need of a new pot and 
a new home. We also will have some select Live 
Oak, and Red Oak acorns to start next years 
saplings. 
 
Please join us in Tanglewood Park as a        
volunteer on our 2nd annual Arbor Day        
Celebration, Saturday morning, October 18th 
from 9:00 am till noon .  
 
Please wear closed toed shoes or boots. Long 
pants and work gloves are also very helpful. 
Please bring shovels (large and small), a folding 
work table and a wagon if you have one        
available. Plants, acorns, pots and soil will be 
furnished by the Town of Hickory Creek Parks 
and Recreation Board. The seedlings were     
donated by Wrightôs Nursery in Briggs, Texas.  
 
Citizens who help repot the seedlings and redo 
the planter may claim up to two trees per    
household to take home with them. Since    
seedlings need special care and have a lower 
potential for success, remaining seedlings will be raised to a larger size for future plantings or citizen           
give-aways.  
 
The Town of Hickory Creek was recently added to Tree City USA, as part of a national list of towns and cities 
the Arbor Foundation recognizes for their policies and management practices to protect and preserve trees. 
 
Hickory Creek is one of 64 other Texas cities on the prestigious list.  
 
In order to recognize the town's efforts, representatives from the Texas Forest Service recently made a      
presentation to town officials. Town officials and staff are charged to maintain policies to protect and plant trees 
in   order to remain on the list.   
 
"I am very proud our town received this recognition," Mayor John Smith said. "We have a very beautiful town, 
and I know that the citizens here really enjoy our trees. We have made efforts as a town on several occasions 
to add new trees to our environment, and we will do what we can to protect the large trees that are present as 
well," Smith said.   
 
Last year the town purchased hundreds of trees at the closing of a tree farm and made them available to    
residents at no cost. The tree give away was very successful and as a result, residents and volunteers created 
untold value for the town with the plantings. This year the town has purchased many saplings to grow and plant 
for the future in town parks and community common areas. 

The Arbor Day Foundation and Toyota invited fifth grade students 

from 46 states to show us their interpretation of how ñTrees are  

Terrificé Inside and Out.ò This poster is the 2008 Arbor Day 

Poster Contest National Winner! 



LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,  

STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.  

Understanding insurance and financial services can be tough. 
Thatôs why Iôm here to answer your questions, from auto insurance to 

education savings plans. So start by asking me about our great prices. 
Nobody can match our combination of service and low rates  

Eric Grunor, Agent 
211 Main Street 
Lake Dallas, TX 75065-2721 
Bus: 940-497-3811 
Toll Free: 800-944-3811 
www.lakecitiesinsurance.com 

Page 6 

Town of Hickory Creek  
Animal Shelter  

Corporate Sponsor  

Glynis Steider is my name, and my Husband Scott 
and I have lived in Hickory Creek for 8 years. We 
have 3 children, Garret, 16, Regan 13 & Makenzie 
13. My Husband, Scott, works for United Airlines, 
and I own and operate a wholesale company which 
I started 4 years ago from my garage. 
 

Eight years ago we started looking for a small   
community to raise our kids much like the one my    
husband and I grew up in, we found just what we 
were looking for when we found the town of Hickory 
Creek. The trees, the atmosphere and small town 
feel, we had found home. 
 

My company does a lot of advertising with different 
trade shows and I usually do all my ads and      
catalogs. I enjoy that aspect of my job and when I 
read where Hickory creek was looking for someone 
in the community to design the ñKeep Hickory 
Creek Beautifulò logo I wanted to express my idea 
of how I see Hickory Creek.  
 

Thank you Hickory Creek for giving the community 
a chance to share their interest and talents in this 
program. Community involvement is what makes 
out town shine. 
 

The newly formed Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful 
Committee can be very proud of our contest winner.  
The logo is very professional and practical at the 
same time.  I would say in this case we had a fine 
group of logo entries and almost total agreement on 
the winner. 
 

This logo will serve us well; large or small, in color 
or in black and white. It is well defined and easily 
distinguishable from a distance and depicts trees 
and water, two of the most important aspects of our 
town.  
 

The Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful Committee is in 
the process of deciding on the final design for our 
groups event t-shirts. 

Introducing the Designer  
of the Winning KHCB Logo  


