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What is economic development?  There are almost as many definitions as there are economic development  
corporations (EDCs) in Texas. One of the simplest and concise definitions is: ñThe process of creating wealth 
through the mobilization of human, financial, capital, physical, and natural resources to generate marketable 
goods and services.ò  
 

How did the economic development corporation come about?  In Texas, the economic development sales tax 
was first created in 1989 to give smaller Texas communities the financial resources to attract jobs and create 
wealth. Today, the tax is the unquestioned workhorse of Texas municipalities with almost 570 cities having    
created EDCs. While initially, the primary intent of the economic development corporation was industrial         
development, several years ago the Texas Legislature authorized certain EDCs to fund projects that promote or 
develop new or expanded business enterprises, including retail development. 
 

The Hickory Creek EDC (HCEDC), a non-profit corporation, was formed on July 31, 2003 following a vote      
approving a one-half of one percent 4B sales tax by the residents of Hickory Creek.  The HCEDC has a seven-
member board with a full-time economic development consultant available to assist our existing businesses and 
potential employers, developers, and retailers. The Town now collects approximately $400,000 in 4B half-cent 
sales tax revenues which will allow the Town to pay for future capital projects such as commercial drainage and 
street improvements, public safety improvements, direct retail incentives, or the construction or expansion of 
town parks. 
 

The Hickory Creek EDC has funded many projects that have improved our communityôs quality of life, such as 
park improvements including a playground at Arrowhead Park, boat dock extensions and repairs, and the     
widening of Ronald Reagan Blvd. 
 

And over the past several years of the nationwide economic recession, the HCEDC has worked diligently to   
expand our tax base. In fact, during this time while all of our neighboring cities have declined in collected sales 
tax revenue, Hickory Creekôs sales tax revenue has consistently increased and there has been no increase in 
our residentsô property tax. 
 

New businesses development has been a major focus of the HCEDC over the past several years. The once-
empty former Eckerd building now houses an Aaronôs corporate store and Cornelius Town Centersô over 44,000 
SF of formerly empty lease space now contains an expanding Vista Academy charter school and the new Stellar 
US Managed Customer Relations Center. 
 

The expansion of I-35E is planned to have a significant impact on our restaurants along the Frontage Rd.  We 
have been in communication with all of them to assist in the retention and redevelopment of those businesses. 
While it is not prudent to reveal specific details, we feel confident that every business has a viable option to    
remain and even expand in Hickory Creek. 
 

We have been diligent in marketing our community. Each year our economic development consultant and    
president attend two International Council of Shopping Center events to ensure retail businesses, commercial 
brokers and developers outside the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex and Texas are aware of our strong Retail 
Trade Area demographics, expanding transportation infrastructure, and business-forward Town Council and 
EDC. We have also recently completed a major upgrade to the Hickory Creek EDC website that makes it       
significantly more user-friendly and puts our strongest attributes up front to prospective site selectors,           
businesses, and other parties interested in our community. 
 

The recent recruitment of the Stellar US call center is a prime example of HCEDCôs success. We were in strong 
competition with other cities to land this attractive business. The EDC, in partnership with the Town Council,  
prevailed to bring a planned 350+ jobs to our community. Not only will these several hundred employees work 
and spend money in Hickory Creek, but Stellarôs multi-million dollar capital investment in facility improvements 
and business equipment will bring our town additional ad valorem tax revenue. 
 

Looking to the future, we have been working to bring a Mixed-use Town Center to Hickory Creek. This           
development will take significant patience and planning, especially since we have experienced the last several 
years of economic recession. However, beginning with the Charrette that solicited and incorporated property 
owner, business, resident and municipal input; we are now well-positioned with a redesigned concept plan and         
prospective zoning to develop this spectacular Town Center as the economy continues to recover. 

HICKORY CREEK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

WORKING TO CREATE WEALTH IN OUR COMMUNITY 
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John Smith, mayor of Hickory Creek, christened 
the new animal adoption center and shelter on 
November 15. Members of the community, local 
mayors, municipal officers and elected officials 
stopped by to help the Hickory Creek Animal      
Welfare Board celebrate the opening of the  state-
of-the art facility. 
 
The new center provides much more space for 
homeless and abandoned animals from Hickory 
Creek. It will also provide space for potential 
adopters to get to know the animals in safe, secure inside and outside areas.  A large outside play area 
allows dogs to get much-needed exercise that can alleviate some of the stress they experience in a   
shelter environment. Healthy cats will be allowed to take turns exploring the cat play room, and visitors 
can interact with them in a quiet environment. 

 
Funds for the new shelter were provided by the sale of the old 
shelter to TxDOT, so no town funds went  toward building the 
shelter. The Animal Welfare Board spent many hours           
researching the best animal shelter architects and the best 
practices for shelter construction. Additionally, the Hickory 
Creek AWB worked closely with the chosen architects to     
create an efficient facility design that provides maximum     
benefit to the animals and yet insures a structure that is     
functional, esthetically   
pleasing, and promotes the 
health and safety of adoption 
center employees, the      
animals and visitors to the 
facility. We are also pleased 

that the project was completed ahead of schedule and under budget. 
 
Hickory Creek will continue to work closely with area rescue groups, 
PetFinder, and the local community to adopt out as many animals as 
possible. The new animal adoption center will provide a much more          
welcoming environment that will attract the public and enable them to 
interact with the animals and contribute to as many adoptions as     

possible. 
 
Several area citizens 
made donations to 
fund various initiatives in the shelter, from special 
health care of the animals to sponsorship of various 
part of the  shelter (for example, dog runs and cat cag-
es).  Citizens are encouraged to make donations in 
honor of family or pets, and their names will be put on a 
wall of the center.  To make donations, contact Ken 
Lowrie, 940-465-7444. 
 

Hickory Creek Animal  

Adoption Center Grand Opening 
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